






AIRDRIE
325 Edmonton Trail S
403.948.3993
ATHABASCA
2913 - 48 Ave.
780.675.3019
BROOKS
404 Cassils Rd. W
403.362.4222
CALGARY
BEACON HILL
11940 Sarcee Trail NW
403.295.0200
COUNTRY HILLS
388 Country Hills Blvd. NE
403.226.9550

CROWCHILD
5404 Dalton Dr. NW
403.288.1100
DEERFOOT
4155 - 126 Ave. SE
403.257.4729
MARLBOROUGH
3516 - 8 Ave. NE
403.248.6400
MIDNAPORE
250 Shawville Way SE
403.201.2002
MOUNT ROYAL
906 – 16 St. SW
403.474.1113

NORTH
910 - 57 Ave. NE
(Deerfoot Mall)
403.295.2800
SARCEE
5200 Richmond Rd. SW
403.246.1961
SOUTH
9940 Macleod Trail SE
403.278.4040
CAMROSE
Duggan Mall
6703 - 48 Ave.
780.672.1400
CANMORE
1110 Gateway Ave.
403.678.3295

COCHRANE
55 Quarry St. East
403.851.0770
COLD LAKE
6703 - 51 St.
780.594.3501
DRAYTON VALLEY
5201 Power Centre Blvd.
780.514.7670
DRUMHELLER
100 - 650 S Railway Ave.
403.823.9512
EDMONTON
CAPILANO
9847 - 50 St. NW
780.461.2220

DOWNTOWN
11839 Kingsway Ave.
780.413.8473
MANNING TOWN 
CENTRE
3650 - 158 Ave. NW
780.473.2394
MILLWOODS
2331 - 66 St.
780.450.1800
NAMAO
9603 - 162 Ave.
780.495.9696
SOUTH
2110 - 101 St. NW
South Edmonton  
Common
780.438.4921

WEST
9909 - 178 St.
780.444.1816
WINDERMERE
6014 Currents Dr.
780.436.6744
EDSON
5919 - 2 Ave.
780.723.6335
FORT McMURRAY
1 Hospital St.
780.791.6400
OUTDOOR
19 Riedel St. #102
780.791.6470



FORT SASKATCHEWAN
Cornerstone Mall
9510 - 86 Ave.
780.998.2118
GRANDE PRAIRIE
11601 - 104 Ave. 
780.539.9292
HIGH RIVER
1204 - 5 St. SE
403.652.2264
HIGH LEVEL
1 Gateway Blvd.
780.926.1908
HINTON
868 Carmichael Lane
780.865.6157

LEDUC
5402 Discovery Way
Leduc Common
780.986.5229
LETHBRIDGE
CENTRE VILLAGE MALL
1240 Second Ave. A N
403.320.6191
SOUTH
2720 - Fairway Rd. S
403.394.9633
LLOYDMINSTER
4104 - 80 Ave.
780.875.1558
MEDICINE HAT
1971 - Strachan Rd. SE
403.526.6644

OKOTOKS
100 - 20 Southridge Dr.
403.938.5551
OLDS
600 - 6900 - 46 St.
403.556.9949
PEACE RIVER
West Hill
7713 - 100 Ave.
780.624.9429
RED DEER
SOUTH
2510 Gaetz Ave. S
403.342.2222
NORTH
6380 Gaetz Ave. N
403.346.1497

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
HOUSE
5440 - 46 St.
403.846.0077
ST. ALBERT
40 Bellerose Dr.
780.459.5545
ST. PAUL
3929 - 49 Ave.
780.645.3849
SHERWOOD PARK
169 Ordze Ave.
780.449.1577 
SHERWOOD PARK
200 - 3000 Emerald Dr. 
825.218.8899

SLAVE LAKE
101 Cornerstone,
1500 Main St.
780.849.2915
SPRUCE GROVE
38 McLeod Ave.
780.962.1444
STETTLER
6607 - 50 Ave
403.742.8319
STRATHMORE
109 - 900 Pine Rd.
403.934.9733
SYLVAN LAKE
200, 62 Thevenaz Tr.
403.887.0581

VEGREVILLE
6623 Hwy. 16A
780.632.2601
WAINWRIGHT
2801 - 13 Ave.
780.842.4522
WETASKIWIN
3851 - 56 St.
780.352.7175
WHITECOURT
4721 - 51 St.
780.778.6591
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The Alberta Guide to Sportfishing Regulations is a summary 
of the federal and provincial fishery regulations and is 
intended to assist those interested in sportfishing.

The official Statutes and Regulations should be consulted for 
all purposes of interpreting and applying the law. Clarification 
of the regulations may be obtained from your nearest Alberta 
Government office.

The Alberta Guide to Sportfishing Regulations is published 
annually by Sports Scene Publications Inc. 10450 – 174 
Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5S 2G9. The publisher is 
responsible for the content of this publication, and is licenced 
by Alberta Government to publish the summary of the 
provincial and federal fishery regulations contained herein.

Provincial Statutes and Regulations, in print or electronic 
format, are available through the Alberta King’s Printer (see 
page 27).

This document is provided free-of-charge to all recreational 
anglers in Alberta. With the exception of short quotations 
for review purposes, no portion of this document may 
be reproduced without written permission from Alberta 
Government or Sports Scene Publications Inc.

The views and opinions expressed by advertisers, or by the 
authors of the articles in the Non-Regulatory Information 
section of this document, are their own and not necessarily 
those of Alberta Government or Sports Scene Publications Inc.
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Alberta has some of the most 
beautiful fishing spots in the world 
right here in our backyard. From 

mountain streams full of native trout to 
peaceful spring-fed creeks and our many 

ALBERTA’S FISHERIES MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

The Fisheries Management System outlines the integrated approach to fisheries management in Alberta. Each step of the process is 
an important component to managing fish populations and fisheries in accordance with Alberta’s Fish Conservation and Management 
Strategy. Fisheries management is a shared responsibility between two Ministries - Environment and Protected Areas (EPA) and Forestry 
and Parks (FP).

For more information on Alberta’s Fish Conservation and Management Strategy, please go to Alberta’s Fisheries Management website 
and click the link.

lakes and reservoirs, there’s something 
for everyone here.
  But with all our diverse fisheries, we 
also share a responsibility to take care 
of our landscapes, our bodies of water, 
and of the fish that call it home, so that 
our future generations can have the 
same opportunities to enjoy them that 
we do. Whether you’re a fan of dry-fly 
fishing or love ice fishing with your 
family, we all play an important part in 
keeping Alberta’s waters healthy for 
the future.
  That’s why Alberta’s government 
wants to hear new ideas on how we 
manage our fisheries. We’ve heard 
from the Albertans asking for more 
opportunities to catch northern pike 
and walleye, and I’m proud to say 
we’ve worked hard to make that 
happen.
  We’re investing in fish hatcheries and 
stocking programs across the province, 
so that anglers can find plenty of 
stocked trout and walleye in lakes 
across the province.
  Our fisheries management focuses on 
maintaining healthy fish populations, 

keeping ecosystems in balance, and 
supporting recreational fishing. Moving 
forward, we’ll keep working to continue 
meeting your needs, all while making 
sure our waters stay healthy and full 
of life. Our goal is to make fishing 
accessible for everyone, no matter how 
much experience you have.
  Fishing is an important part of 
Alberta’s history, and I’m proud to work 
with people as dedicated as I am to 
keeping this tradition alive.
  Whether you’re just starting to fish, 
or you’ve been at it for years, Alberta’s 
stunning lakes, rivers, and streams will 
create memories that last a lifetime. 
Don’t forget to enjoy our free fishing 
weekends with family and friends, and 
always fish safely and responsibly.

Todd Loewen
Minister of Forestry and Parks



For fishing information visit mywildalberta.ca 2025 Alberta Guide to Sportfishing Regulations - 11

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
1.	The Table of Contents on page 9 tells you where to find key 		
	 information. 
2.	Be sure to read the Important Information section (page 12) 	
	 for information about management and new opportunities.
3.	Definitions start on page 15 and Regulations on page 20. 		
	 These sections of the Guide cover definitions and regulations 	
	 that apply to Alberta. 
4.	Default and site specific regulations for lakes and rivers in each 	
	 Watershed Unit (example, ES1, NB4) begin on page 30.
5.	A map showing the Management Zones is on page 29.
6.	Each Management Zone is divided into Watershed Units.
7.	Each Watershed Unit features a map, default regulations and 	
	 site specific regulations for lakes and streams which include 		
	 waterbody detail, seasons, bait restrictions and catch limits on 	
	 fish species.
8.	Lake and Stream Regulations:
l	 Alberta uses both default and site specific regulations.
l	 Default and site specific regulations may vary between 		
	 watershed units
l	 Default regulations include seasons, bait restrictions, and 		
	 limits on fish species and apply to lakes and streams that are 	
	 not listed in the site specific regulation tables
l	 Site specific regulations include waterbody details, seasons, 	
	 bait restrictions and limits on fish species and apply to lakes 		
	 and streams that are listed in the site specific regulation tables
l	 Please become familiar with the default regulations for lakes 	
	 and streams you want to fish in each watershed unit.  
l	 Please become familiar with the site-specific regulations for 		
	 lakes and streams that you want to fish in each watershed unit.
If you require further information, contact the Fish and 
Wildlife Office near to the waterbody you wish to fish (see 
Further Inquiries, page 27).

The regulations in this guide are effective from April 1, 2025 
to March 31, 2026.
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This section provides general information. Regulations are listed in 
each Watershed Unit in the Management Zones starting on page 30.

Low Flows and High Water Temperatures
l	To help conserve fish during drought conditions, Alberta 	  
	 Government will be monitoring water flows, levels, and 		
	 temperatures in rivers, lakes, and reservoirs. 
l	 In response to low flows and warmer water temperatures, time of 	
	 day angling restrictions may be implemented. 
l	Please see My Wild Alberta web page for up to date information 	
	 on Time of Day angling restrictions. 

Know before you go!
l	Know the sportfishing regulations before you go! Either download 	
	 the PDF of the Guide, take a printed copy of the Guide with you, or 	
	 use the Sportfishing Regulations App. 
l	The Sportfishing Regulations App is web- and map-based; 	  
	 designed to be easily used; you can search for a waterbody, 		
	 search an area, or use your location.  
l	See https://mywildalberta.ca/fishing/ regulations/default.aspx

Stocking and Transfers
Over 2.2 million trout were stocked at 244 lakes. See page 16-17 for 
more information on Alberta’s trout stocking.

The walleye stocking program collected eggs from 3 wild populations, 
stocked 10 lakes and reservoirs with 14 million fry. The goal of this 
program is to create angling and harvest opportunities in 4 to 5 years 
time. 

In 2024, yellow perch were transferred into Frenchman Lake (NB1) with 
the help of volunteers.

Visit MyWildAlberta Stocking web page for more information. 

Measures are always taken to prevent disease transfer. 

Sportfishing Guide
The 2024 Alberta Guide to Sportfishing Regulations were 
amended in-season with 27 regulations changes. These 
changes will remain highlighted blue in the 2025 Alberta Guide 
to Sportfishing Regulations. 

Waterbodies,
l	with regulation changes, corrections and updates are 
	 highlighted blue
l	 that are closed all year are highlighted grey 

Download and Save the Guide
This sportfishing guide can be downloaded from albertaregulations.
ca website. Touch the PDF symbol below the cover of the 
sportfishing regulations to open, then download and save the 
sportfishing regulations for your favourite watersheds (examples 
ES1, NB3, PP2) OR download and save the complete document.

Licensing
l	Alberta resident Canadian Armed Forces Veterans are eligible 	
	 for a free sportfishing licence. See Licencing page for more 		
	 information.
l	For convenience, download the AlbertaRELM App and keep your 	
	 sportfishing licences and WiN handy.

l	Remember you are required to produce your licence (paper or 	
	 electronic via the AlbertaRELM App) when requested by an officer. 
l	Sign up to auto-renew your sportfishing licence. 
l	See albertarelm.com or AlbertaRELM App for additional details. 

Special Harvest Licence Updates
l	Effective in 2026, Class A and Class B licences will be 		
	 removed from the Special Harvest Licence application and 	
	 draw process.  
l	Anglers should use their priority points during the 2025  
	 season to avoid losing priority points when the draw 		
	 application process is removed in 2026. See page 19 for 2025 	
	 draw dates.
l	 If successfully drawn, an SHL licensee is eligible for 2 walleye tags 	
	 for either Class A (>50 cm) or Class B (43-50 cm). 
l	Purchase up to 5 Class C walleye licences (2 walleye <43 cm 	
	 per licence) on a first-come first-served basis. 
l	 If you were drawn for a Class A or B or purchased an  
	 undersubscribed or Class C licence you are able to purchase 	
	 additional licences (started May 13). 
l	The electronic tag option (e-tag) will remain paused for the 2025 	
	 sportfishing season. Legislation specific to the inspection and use 	
	 of personal electronic devices is under review.
l	See AlbertaRELM or MyWildAlberta.ca Fishing Licences for 		
	 more information. 

Ice Fishing
Anglers must identify all ice fishing shelters left unattended on the 
ice for more than 24 hours. Label the outside of the shelter with your 
WiN number OR name and phone number using 2.5 cm or taller 
letters.

Owners of ice fishing shelters must remove their ice fishing shelters 
before March 15 in PP1 and before March 31 everywhere else, or 
when directed to do so by an officer.

Angling through ice is not permitted into beaver ponds or flowing 
waters in ES1 to ES4 management zones except the portion of the 
Lobstick River lying in 53, 54-9, 10-W5. 

Aquatic Health
The impacts posed by aquatic invasive species, including fish 
disease, continue to threaten Alberta’s fisheries and can extend 
beyond reducing recreational fishing opportunities. We all play an 
important role in keeping Alberta’s fish healthy. 

Everyone can help stop the spread of aquatic invasive species 
through prevention, by following, 
l	CATCH IT, KILL IT If you catch Prussian carp do not release 		
	 them. Kill, dispose of them, or eat them.    
l	CLEAN, DRAIN, DRY YOUR GEAR Ensure no water, mud, fish 	
	 or fish parts are moved from one waterbody to the next. This 		
	 applies within Alberta as well as beyond our borders.
l	PULL THE PLUG! All watercraft must have the drain plug pulled 	
	 while being transported. It’s the Law!
l	DON’T LET IT LOOSE Never release water, plants, dead or live 	
	 fish or any other animals into waterbodies they didn’t originate 	
	 from.

Call 1-855-336-BOAT 24/7 hotline for more information.

Important Information



INFORMATION ABOUT 
FISHERIES MANAGEMENT

Alberta Government conducts 
public engagement opportunities 
throughout the year. Open 
engagements related to fisheries 
management can be found by 
visiting www.alberta.ca/fisheries-
engagements.aspx

Stay engaged by following our ‘My 
Wild Alberta’ Facebook page to 
learn more about angling, projects 
our staff are working on and any 
public engagements. 
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Bait – An attractant or organism (alive or dead) with 
scent or flavour to attract fish when attached to a hook or line used 
in angling. (See “Fishing with Bait” on page 22). 

Bait Fish – See “Fishing with Bait Fish” on page 22.

Fizzing – Artificial swim bladder deflation. Involves puncturing the 
swim bladder through the musculature of the fish using a sharp 
object such as a hypodermic needle. As it causes undue harm to 
released fish and can increase the mortality of released fish, fizzing 
is illegal. The best practice is to not fish in deep water.

Gaff (gaff hook) – A device for landing or lifting fish, consisting of 
one or more sharpened hooks intended to stab the fish and attached 
to a handle. A gaff is illegal to possess while angling.

Hook – A single-, double- or triple-pointed hook on a common shaft, 
and includes hooks attached to a lure.
(Note: some legal lures appear to have a hook with four points, but 
actually have two shafts each with two points, meaning that this lure 
has two hooks).

Legal Land Descriptions
Some waterbodies and landmarks are identified in this Guide using 
the Alberta Survey System. Legal land descriptions are written as 
follows: (1-87-18-W4 for Section-Township-Range-West of the 4th 
Meridian)

Limit – Refers to the maximum number of fish you are allowed 
to keep or have in your possession (see Catch Limits on page 
20).

Lure – A spoon, plug, jig, fly or other such device made of feathers, 
fibre, rubber, wood, metal, plastic or similar materials that does not 
attract fish by scent or flavour.

Maggots – The larval stage of flies (terrestrial dipterous insects). 
Does not include earthworms (angleworms, nightcrawlers, dew-
worms), mealworms or the larvae, pupae or adults of aquatic 
insects.

Mainstem – The mainstem of a river includes the mainstem 
river channel as well as any side channels, oxbows as well as 
riparian channels and plunge pools below spillways downstream of 
reservoirs unless otherwise specified.

Mealworms – The larval stage of beetles (terrestrial coleopterous 
insects).  Does not include earthworms (angleworms, nightcrawlers, 
dew-worms), maggots, wax worms or the larvae, pupae or adults of 
aquatic insects.

Minimum-size limits – All fish caught that are shorter than the 
stated length must be immediately released.

Maximum-size limits – All fish caught that are longer than the 
stated length must be immediately released.

Harvest slot limits – All fish caught that are shorter or longer than 
the harvest slot limit must be immediately released.

Quality Stocked Fisheries – Stocked trout fisheries which are 
managed to provide anglers with the opportunity to catch and 
occasionally keep a memorable fish.

Regulation Dates – In this Guide, where dates are given with a 
regulation, the fishing season starts and ends on the dates listed. 
For example May 15 to Mar. 31. 

Snagging – Attempting to catch a fish using a hook:
a)	 other than to induce the fish to voluntarily take the hook in its 	
	 mouth; or
b)	 by intentionally piercing and hooking a fish in any part of the body 	
	 other than the mouth.

Snagging Device
a)	 an instrument that is designed for the purpose of snagging fish; 	
	 or
b)	 hooks or lures that are altered to facilitate the snagging of fish.

Sportfishing – Angling (using hook and line), bowfishing or 
spearfishing, but also includes using a minnow trap, seine net or dip 
net to collect bait for personal use.

Sportfishing Seasons
l	 OPEN –sportfishing is allowed during the time period stated. 	
	 During open seasons, sportfishing is permitted 24 hours a day 	
	 unless stated differently for a specific waterbody.
l	 CLOSED – means all forms of sportfishing are prohibited. 

Stream – Flowing water, and includes creeks, rivers and canals.

Tributary – Any stream that flows into a larger stream, or into a lake 
or reservoir. This includes a tributary to a tributary. Tributaries to a 
lake are considered to be tributaries to the outlet stream from the 
lake unless stated differently for a specific waterbody.

Watershed – An area drained by a stream or a series of streams 
and tributaries and includes any lakes and reservoirs whether or not 
they are directly connected to the stream.

Watershed Unit – Is a part of the larger Fish Management Zone 
and is the drained by the watershed described in text and illustrated 
on the map in the Guide. For example, NB1 is a subdivision of 
Northern Boreal

Watershed Boundaries – The boundaries between Watershed 
Units are illustrated on the maps in the Guide. These boundaries are 
differentiated by heights of land and the direction of flowing water.

				  
RECOVERY OF TAGGED FISH

l	 Fisheries biologists occasionally tag fish for research.
l	 Tagging is non-lethal to fish.
l	 There are different kinds and sizes of tags ranging from 	
	 the size of a grain of rice to the size of a D-cell battery 	
	 (0.5 to 4 inches).
l	 Tags are usually placed under 		
	 the skin near the dorsal fin (in 	  
	 the flesh) or inside the body cavity.
l	 Anglers should inspect their 		
	 catches thoroughly for tags 		
	 and remove them prior to 		
	 consuming.

If you catch a tagged fish, please 
report it to the nearest Fish and 
Wildlife Office (see page 27 for 
contact details).
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Dickson Trout Pond (NW 13-35-3-W5)
Elk Creek Pond (NW 33-35-12-W5)
Goldeye Lake (NE 14-40-16-W5)
Harleck Pond (SE 5-41-14-W5)
Mitchell Lake (NE 25-37-8-W5)
Nordegg Borrow Pit (East)	 
(SE 32-40-15-W5)
Nordegg Borrow Pit (West)	  
(SW 32-40-15-W5)
Peppers Lake (NW 30-35-12-W5)
Phyllis Lake (NW 17-36-7-W5)
Rat Lake (SW 11-38-9-W5)
Rocky Children’s Pond (SW 33-39-7-W5)
Shunda (Fish) Lake (SW 19-40-15-W5)
Strubel Lake (SW 30-37-7-W5)
Tay Lake (SW 5-36-8-W5)
Twin Lakes (SW 6-40-7-W5)
Winchell Lake (NW 2-29-5-W5)
Yellowhead Lake (SW 33-34-6-W5)

Watershed Unit ES3
Dandurand Lake (NE 9-53-19-W5)
Dunn Lake (NW 7-54-25-W5)
Emerald Lake (SW 5-62-11-W5)
Emerson Lakes (NW 6-55-21-W5)
Fairfax Lake (NW 17-46-18-W5)
Hinton F & G Pond (SW 28-50-25-W5)
Jarvis Creek Pond (NE 19-52-26-W5)
Kinky Lake (SE 6-50-26-W5)
Lambert Pond (NW 8-53-17-W5)
Lower Wildhorse Lake (SW 31-49-26-W5)
Mary Gregg Lake	(NW 4-48-24-W5)
Mayan Lake (NW 5-57-23-W5)

Watershed Unit ES1
Allison Lake (SW 27-8-5-W5)
Bathing Lake (SE 11-4-1-W5)
Beauvais Lake (SW 29-5-1-W5)
Beaver Mines Lake (NE 11-5-3-W5)
Burmis Lake (SE 14-7-3-W5)
Burn’s Reservoir (NE 23-6-30-W4)
Butcher’s Lake (NW 15-4-1-W5)
Chain Lakes Reservoir (NE 4-15-2-W5)
Coleman Fish And Game Pond  
(SW 24-8-5-W5)
Cottonwood Lake	(SE 16-7-29-W4)
Crossfield Trout Pond (SE 27-28-1-W5)
Dewitt’s Pond (SE 31-26-1-W5)
Granum Pond (NW 31-10-26-W4)
Grotto Mountain Pond (NW 21-24-9-W5)
Island Lake (SE 12-8-6-W5)
Lees Lake (SW 8-7-2-W5)
Margaret Lake (NW 15-28-9-W5)
Mclean Pond (NW 20-22-5-W5)
Mitford Ponds (SE 4-26-4-W5)
Nose Creek Pond	 (NE 1-27-1-W5)
Payne Lake (NE 10-2-28-W4)
Sibbald Lake (NE 14-24-7-W5)
Sibbald Meadows Pond (SW 20-24-7-W5)
Tim Horton Children’s Pond 
(NW14-24-8-W5)

Watershed Unit ES2
Alford Lake (SW 4-36-8-W5)
Brazeau Borrow Pit #1 (SE 32-45-10-W5)
Brazeau Borrow Pit #2 (SW 2-46-11-W5)
Camp 9 Trout Pond (NE 32-44-8-W5)

Mcleod Lake (SE 25-61-12-W5)
Niton Lake (SE 32-53-12-W5)
Obed Lake (NE 11-53-22-W5)
Petite Lake (NW 12-54-26-W5)
South Sundance Lake (SE 1-55-21-W5)
Trapper Lake (SE 19-58-16-W5)
Upper Wildhorse Lake (SW 31-49-26-W5)
Whitecourt Town Pond (NE 35-59-12-W5)
Wildwood Pond (SW 30-53-9-W5)
Wolf Creek Pond (SW 13-53-16-W5)

Watershed Unit ES4
East Dollar Lake (NW 8-73-21-W5)
Fox Creek Trout Pond (NW 13-63-20-W5)
Grande Cache Lake (NE 1-57-8-W6)
Highway 40 Pond	(SW 12-69-6-W6)
Kakut Pond (NE27-76-04-W6)
Muskoseepi Pond	 (SE 26-71-6-W6)
Spring Lake (NE 23-75-11-W6)
Swan Lake (SW 18-70-25-W5)
Two Lakes (NE 20-62-12-W6)
Two Lakes (NE7-62-12-W6)
Valleyview Children’s Pond	 
(NE 21-70-22-W6)
Victor Lake (SE 35-56-8-W5) 
West Dollar Lake (SE 18-73-21-W5)

EASTERN SLOPES ZONE

The following list of lakes, reservoirs and ponds are managed as put and take trout fisheries. These are stocked frequently with catchable-
sized trout. The regulations follow Maximum Possession limits and are listed in the table below. 

Stocking can vary from year to year. Please check MyWildAlberta Fish Stocking Lists for up to date information. 

Provincial Regulations for Put and Take Stocked Lakes
l OPEN all year l 3 Northern Pike of any size
l Bait is allowed l 15 Yellow Perch of any size
l 5 trout of any size l	 For other species, see Maximum Possession  

	 limits on page 22.

Some stocked waterbodies are managed as 
Quality Stocked Fisheries and have specific 
regulations. These waterbodies are listed 
in the Watershed Units’ regulation tables 
starting on page 30.

PARKLAND-PRAIRIE ZONE
Watershed Unit PP1
Bow City East Ponds (NE 15-17-17-W4)
Brooks Aquaduct Pond (NE 15-18-14-W4)
Cavan Lake (SW 30-11-3-W4)
Echo Dale Regional Park Pond  
(SE 5-13-6-W4)
Emerson Lake (SW 5-19-28-W4)
Enchant Pond (NW 8-14-18-W4)
Foremost Reservoir (NW 17-6-11-W4)
Goldspring Park Pond (NE 6-2-15-W4)
Magrath Childrens Pond (SW 26-5-22-W4)
Mcquillan Reservoir (SW 13-8-19-W4)

Nicholas Sheran Park Pond (SE 26-8-22-W4)
Riverstone Pond (SW 24-8-22-W4)
Spring Coulee Park Pond (NE 12-5-24-W4)
Stirling Children’s Pond (SW 29-6-19-W4)
Strathmore Children’s Pond  
(SW 14-24-25-W4)
Taber Trout Pond (NW 1-10-17-W4)

Watershed Unit PP2
Acadia Valley Reservoir (SW 5-25-2-W4)
Anderson Dam (SW 25-28-21-W4)
Ashland Reservoir (NW 17-48-3-W5)

Bashaw Pond (SE 4-42-21-W4)
Beaumont Pond (NW 27-50-24-W4)
Black Nugget Mine Pit (NW 11-49-18-W4)
Boulder Lake (NE 18-39-27-W4)
Bud Miller Park Pond (NE 26-49-1-W4)
By The Lake Park	 (SW 22-46-24-W4)
Captain Eyre Lake (NW 30-38-5-W4)
Cardiff Park Pond	 (SW 24-55-25-W4)
Castaway Trout Pond (NE 35-47-13-W4)
Castor Eastside Trout Pond  
(SE 34-37-14-W4)
Chickakoo Lake (SW 34-53-1-W5)
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Cipperley’s Reservoir (SW 8-32-1-W5)
Claude N. Brennan Memorial Pond  
(NE 36-50-7-W4)
Coronation Reservoir (SW 24-36-11-W4)
Daysland Pond (NE 9-45-16-W4)
Dillberry Lake (NE 36-41-1-W4)
Diplomat Mine Pond (NW 1-41-16-W4)
East Pit Lake (SE 23-53-4-W5)
East Stormwater Pond (SE 29-40-26-W4)
Genesee Trout Pond (NW 1-51-3-W5)
Gibbons Pond (NE 10-56-23-W4)
Gooseberry Park Pond (NE 22-36-6-W4)
Hansen’s Reservoir (SW 29-38-3-W5)
Hasse Lake (SW 13-52-2-W5)
Helmer Reservoir	(SW 18-31-14-W4)
Heritage Lake (NW 33-55-25-W4)
Hermitage Park Pond (NE18-53-23-W4)
Hiller’s Reservoir	 (SE 13-32-29-W4)
Huber Reservoir (SW 36-37-13-W4)
Innisfree Trout Pond (SE 13-51-12-W4)
Irma Fish And Game Pond	(SW 34-45-9-W4)
Jack Fish Lake (NW 20-53-9-W4)

Kraft Wimborne Pond (SE 28-33-26-W4)
Kramer Pond (SW 25-45-6-W5)
Lacombe Park Pond (NW 5-54-25-W4)
Lamont Pond (SW 27-55-19-W4)
Leduc Reservoir (NE 27-49-25-W4)
Len Thompson Pond (NW 29-40-26-W4)
Lougheed Trout Pond (NE 33-43-11-W4)
Mclaren’s Reservoir (SW 23-33-18-W4)
Michichi Reservoir (SW 19-30-18-W4)
Midway Reservoir (SE 16-30-27-W4)
Mirror Reservoir (SW 29-40-22-W4)
Mitchell Pond (NW 18-38-27-W4)
Morinville Fish And Game Pond  
(NW 4-56-25-W4)
Mound Red Reservoir (NW 11-45-28-W4)
Nuggent Pond (SE 14-44-3-W5)
Open Ck Reservoir (25-42-6-W5)
Oyen (Concrete Plant) Pond  
(NW 34-27-4-W4)
Oyen Reservoir (NE 33-30-4-W4)
Parlby Reservoir (NE 25-40-24-W4)
Pleasure Island Reservoir (SW 20-46-19-W4)

NORTHERN BOREAL ZONE
Watershed Unit NB1
Ardmore Community Pond	(NW 1-62-4-W4)
Bellis Beach Lake	 (SE 15-59-15-W4)
Bonnyville Town Pond (NW 7-61-5-W4)
Boyle Pond (NE 16-64-19-W4)
Chatwin Lake (NE 4-61-6-W4)
Elk Point Pond (NW 36-56-7-W4)
Lac Delorme (SE 5-57-8-W4)
Lara Fish Pond (NE 25-61-5-W4)
Little Bear Lake (NW 19-64-2-W4)
Mile 07 Lake (NE 35-69-14-W4)
Radway Fish Pond (SE 31-58-20-W4)
Rainbow Park Pond (NE 31-59-25-W4)
Shemeluk Lake (SW 25-60-17-W4)
St. Paul Fish Pond (SE 9-58-9-W4)

Watershed Unit NB2
Atlantic Richfield Reservoir	(NE 29-67-9-W5)
Chrystina Lake (NW 8-67-8-W5)
Edith Lake (NE 13-67-10-W5)  
Horseshoe Lake (SW 31-63-25-W4)
Jane Lake (NW 11-68-8-W5)
Jessie Lake (SW 23-68-7-W5)
Marigold Lake (NW 32-65-11-W5)
McClennan Reservoir (SW 32-77-19-W5)
Parker Lake (SE 25-70-5-W5)
Peanut Lake (NE 15-58-3-W5)
Tamarack Lake (NE 10-66-12-W5)
Tea Lakes (SW 16-67-7-W5)

Watershed Unit NB3
Cecil Thompson Pond (SW 23-83-21-W5)
Fairview College Pond (SW 34-81-3-W6)
Figure Eight Lake	(NE 20-84-25-W5)
Footner Pond (SE 5-111-19-W5)
High Level Community Park Pond  
(SE 6-110-19-W5)
High Level Pond (SE 8-110-20-W5)

Highway 686 Pond (NE 17-85-19-W5)
La Crete Pond (SW 15-106-12-W5)
Machesis Lake (NW 27-107-16-W5)
MD Peace Pond #1 (SW 27-83-23-W5)
MD Peace Pond #2 (SW 27-83-23-W5)
Montaganeusse Lake (NE 31-86-3-W6)
Moonshine Lake (SE 31-79-8-W6)
Nardam Lake (NE 17-78-5-W6)
Ole Lake (NW 30-84-12-W6)
Rainbow Lake Pond (NE 25-109-9-W6)
Running Lake (SW 34-88-7-W6)

PARKLAND-PRAIRIE ZONE
Ponoka Centennial Park Pond  
(NE 5-43-25-W4)
Ray’s Pond (Niemela Res.; SE 1-39-3-W5)
Salter’s Lake (SW 26-54-2-W5)
Sardine Lake (SW 5-49-4-W5)
Sauer Lake (NE 28-53-1-W5)
Severn Creek Reservoir (NW 12-26-22-W4)
Shuster Lake (NE 26-43-5-W4)
Spring Lake (SW 30-52-1-W5)
Star Lake (NE 19-52-2-W5)
Telegraph Park Pond (NW 32-48-21-W4)
Two Hills Pond (SW 32-54-12-W4)
Vegreville Children’s Pond  
(NW 17-52-14-W4)
Vegreville Trout Pond (SW 7-52-14-W4)
Wallace Park Pond (NE 31-44-6-W4)
West Rivers Edge Pond (NE 23-54-23-W4)
Wetaskiwin Pond	(NE 24-46-24-W4)
Windsor Lake (SW 10-42-22-W4)

Shell True North Pond (SW 10-79-8-W6)
Sulphur Lake (NW 7-89-2-W6)
Weberville Pond (NW 7-85-21-W5)
Zama Community Pond (SW 18-117-4-W6)

Watershed Unit NB4
Engstrom Lake (NW 17-83-6-W4) 
Highway 63 Pond (NE 35-87-9-W4) 
Texaco East Pond (NW 15-88-8-W4) 
Texaco Pond (SW 20-88-8-W4)

The REPORT A POACHER program 
provides Albertans with the opportunity 
to report suspected violations using a toll-
free number:
1-800-642-3800 or #3800 on the TELUS 
Mobility network (courtesy TELUS 
Mobility). 
The line is in operation 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week.

Fishing or hunting out of season, night 
hunting, exceeding bag limits, illegal 
sale of fish and wildlife and deposit of 
harmful substances in lakes and rivers 

are violations that seriously affect fish 
and wildlife in Alberta. If you see or 
know of a violation, you should record all 
information, including
l	date
l	time
l	location
l	vehicle licence number
l	vehicle description
l	description of person(s) involved
l	details of violation, and any other 
details, no matter how insignificant they 
may seem. You should then contact the 
nearest Fish and Wildlife office or call 
1-800-642-3800 as soon as possible.

If the information provided concerns a 
resource violation and results in the laying 
of a charge, the reporter may be eligible 
for a reward. If you have any questions 
about this program, please contact the 
nearest Fish and Wildlife office (page 27).
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Licences must be carried when sportfishing and transporting the fish harvested with the 
sportfishing licence.
To obtain the free CAF Veteran Sportfishing Licence, Canadian Armed Forces veterans must 
update and confirm their WiN profile status by providing approved identification (VSC, CAF 
74, NDI 75, CFOne “V”) on the AlbertaRELM website or a licence issuer. The CAF Veteran 
Sportfishing Licence and approved veteran identification must be carried when sportfishing.

The AlbertaRELM App is the only method for which anglers can easily store and access licences 
electronically. Please remember that the onus is on the angler to produce the electronic or 
paper licence when requested by an officer during field compliance checks.
If a person is convicted of a provincial fishing or hunting offence and fails to pay their 
fine, they will be suspended from purchasing or using a sportfishing licence, a hunting 
licence or applying on draws until that outstanding fine has been paid.
How are the Sportfishing Licensing fees used? For each $1 of revenue collected:
l	 $0.61 is distributed to the Alberta Conservation Association. For more information on how 		
	 funds are used to support Fisheries programs, please visit www.ab-conservation.com 
l	 $0.34 is used for licensing allocation and administration providing compensation to the 		
	 Service Provider and the network of private Licence Issuers as well as provides funds 		
	 for programs to monitor fish populations. For more information, visit mywildalberta.ca. 
l	 $0.05 goes to Government of Alberta General Revenue.

Lost/destroyed licences – all purchased licences can be reprinted either at a licence issuer for 
a $2.00 fee or online at no charge.

Lost/destroyed tags – Tags that are lost or stolen can now be replaced at a licence issuer for a 
$11.00 replacement fee.

All recreational anglers must have an active Wildlife Identification Number (WiN) before purchasing 
a recreational sportfishing licence or applying on a draw. WiN activation requires a one-time $8.00 
fee (plus GST). Current WiN card holders will be required to pay the one-time fee when their 
current WiN expires. Create or renew a WiN online and receive $2.00 off the activation fee. 

If you are under 16 years of age or an Alberta resident aged 65 or older you are not required 
to have a sportfishing licence to fish with a rod and reel; however, you must follow Alberta’s 
sportfishing regulations. 

For information regarding Indigenous Rights and Responsibilities in regards to fishing, please 
visit Alberta’s website at https://www.alberta.ca/indigenous-hunting-and-fishing-in-alberta.aspx

Sportfishing licences, Special Harvest Licences including undersubscribed Special Harvest 
Licences and draw applications for walleye are available at albertarelm.com or from more than 
300 private licence issuers.

ALBERTA SPORTFISHING LICENCE FEES
Licence Alberta 

Residents2
Non-resident 
Canadians3

Non-residents 
Outside Canada4

CAF Veterans Sportfishing Licence1 No Charge Not Available Not Available
Annual Sportfishing Licence (16-64 years) $28.00 $60.00 $85.00

Annual Sportfishing Licence 
(under 16 years)

No Licence 
Required

No Licence 
Required

No Licence 
Required

Annual Sportfishing Licence 
(65 years and over)

No Licence 
Required

$60.00 $85.00

1-Day Sportfishing Licence Not Available $25.00 $27.00

7-Day Sportfishing Licence Not Available $41.00 $55.00

Special Walleye Licence Applications $5.00 Not Available Not Available

Special Walleye Harvest Licence $11.00 Not Available Not Available

1	 A resident Canadian Armed Forces Veteran is an Alberta resident who is a former member 	
	 of the Canadian Armed Forces, has successfully undergone basic training and has been 		
	 honourably discharged. 
2	 Alberta Resident is an individual who has their only or primary residence in Alberta and is a 	
	 Canadian citizen or is admitted to permanent residence in Canada.
3	 Non-resident (Canadian) is an individual who is not a Resident, but who makes their home and  
	 is ordinarily present in Canada, and who has lived in Canada for the 12-month period 		
	 immediately preceding the relevant date.
4	 Non-resident Outside of Canada is an individual who is neither a Resident nor a Non-resident.

For Frequently Asked Questions
Visit albertarelm.com or mywildalberta.ca

For Assistance 
Please contact the RELM help desk at 
1-888-944-5494.

7 days a week, 6:00 AM to Midnight (MST)

If you are drawn for a Special Licence, 
the authorization to purchase that 
licence cannot be cancelled. All 
licences and applications are Non-
Refundable and Non-Transferable.

DISCLAIMER
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Alberta uses an innovative approach to allow a sustainable level of 
harvest of walleye from lakes that have recovered from major declines. 
Several fisheries have recovered to the point where a limited harvest 
of specific sizes of walleye can be allocated. Recognizing the need 
to conserve fisheries, where fishing pressure is substantial, a limited 
harvest option has been developed. A Special Harvest Licence is 
available for walleye to Albertans selected through a draw at specified 
lakes.These lakes are selected based on current stock assessment 
and sport fishery information. 

Notice to Anglers
Alberta Government reserves the right to close any lake if it is 
deemed that a fish stock cannot sustain itself or sustain a harvest. For 
example, if a lake has experienced serious winterkill, a zero harvest 
regulation may be implemented. If you have any questions regarding 
this, contact EPA.Outreach-Services@gov.ab.ca.

Tagging Instructions 
The electronic tagging pilot is paused for the 2025 sportfishing season.

Walleye retained with a Special Harvest Licence must be immediately 
tagged as per conditions of licence with a paper tag and wire through 
the gill cavity and mouth.

Special Harvest Licences are to be used only by the licence holder, 
with the exception of anglers under 16 years of age.

Anglers under 16 years old are permitted to use a supervising adult’s 
Special Harvest Licence tags for walleye.

2025 DRAWS

New! Effective in 2026, Class A and Class B licences will be 
removed from the Special Harvest Licence application and draw 
process. Anglers should use their priority points during the 2025 
season to avoid losing priority points when the draw application 
process is removed in 2026.

If you previously purchased a Class A or B (drawn or undersubscribed) 
or first come first served Class C licence(s) you will be able to purchase 
additional licences in a different class (size) starting May 20. See 
MyWildAlberta Fishing Licences or AlbertaRELM for more information. 

All applicants require a Wildlife Identification Number (WiN). A WiN can 
be purchased online at albertarelm.com and at any licence issuer.

You can view last year’s Special Licence Draw Summary Report. This 
provides statistics on the number of applications, licences available, and 
your chances of being drawn. Visit albertarelm.com.

If there are not enough draw applicants to fill the Class A and Class B 
Special Walleye Licence quotas, the undersubscribed licences are made 
available to eligible Alberta resident anglers to purchase on a first-come 
first-served basis.

Undersubscribed licences become available for purchase May 13, 2025.

Draw priorities are not affected by purchasing an undersubscribed licence.

Harvest tags and wires can be ordered online at albertarelm.com or 
picked up at your local Fish and Wildlife office or Licence Issuer.

For more information about Special Walleye Draws,
go to albertarelm.com and mywildalberta.ca

Draws For Special Harvest Licences DRAW RULES including types of 
Special Harvest Licences for walleye

Type of Special 
Harvest Licence 
Draws Available

Restrictions on 
Applying for these 

Draws
Application

 l	 An Alberta resident 
	 may apply for both 		
	 draws but will only 		
	 be drawn in one.
l	 Draws will be 
	 conducted in the 		
	 following order: 		
	 Class A, Class B.
l	 Applicants drawn 		
	 will be eliminated from 	
	 subsequent draws. 
l	 Applicants NOT drawn 	
	 will be issued a priority 	
	 point. This increases 	
	 the chance of being 	
	 drawn in future draws.

l	 Your application for 	
	 either Class A or 		
	 Class B can include 	
	 your 1st, 2nd, and 		
	 3rd choice of lake.
l	 Up to 4 applicants 		
	 can apply as a group.
l	 The priority of a 		
	 group application is 
	 based on the 		
	 individual with the 		
	 lowest priority.
l	 Please visit 		
	 albertaRELM.com 		
	 for more detailed 		
	 information on 		
	 what opportunities 		
	 are available 		
	 including statistics 		
	 on previous draws.

Class A
(2 walleye over 50)

Class B
(2 walleye 43-50 cm)

April 1 - 24, 2025	 Draw applications may be purchased for $5.00 	
	 (plus GST) online at AlbertaRELM or at licence 	
	 issuers.

May 13, 2025	 Draw results available online at AlbertaRELM.

May 13, 2025	 Awarded Walleye Special Harvest licences 		
	 may be purchased for $11.00 (plus GST) online 	
	 at AlbertaRELM or at licence issuers.

May 13, 2025	 If not drawn, Walleye Class A & B 			 
	 Undersubscribed licences may be purchased for 	
	 $11.00 (plus GST) online at AlbertaRELM or at 	
	 licence issuers.

May 13, 2025	 Walleye Class C licences (first come first 	
	 served), maximum 5 licences, can be 	
	 purchased for $11.00 each (plus GST) online at 	
	 AlbertaRELM or at licence issuers. 

May 20, 2025	 Additional Walleye licences can be purchased 	
	 for $11.00 each (plus GST) on-line at 		
	 AlbertaRELM or at licence issuers.

See MyWildAlberta Fishing Licences for more information.
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Illegal Stocking of Fish
Alberta regulations prohibit the transfer of live game fish or live 
bait fish or crayfish from one waterbody to another. The placing 
of any live fish or fish eggs into any waters of the province 
other than those from which they were taken is prohibited. 
Report anyone you observe relocating live fish or using live fish 
for bait to the nearest Fish and Wildlife Office, or call Report A 
Poacher toll-free, 1-800-642-3800. The fishery resource that you are 
protecting is your own.

General Sportfishing Restrictions
It Is Unlawful To:
l	 Possess or use a gaff or gaff hook.
l	 Use more than one line when angling into open water.
l	 Use more than two lines when angling into ice-covered water.
l	 While angling, be further than 30 m from any line in the water.
l	 Use a line in angling equipped with more than three hooks (e.g., 	
	 three 	hooks, or three single-hook lures, or one three-hook lure).
l	 Use a lure in angling with more than three hooks as part of it.
l	 Use a hook with more than three points on a common shaft (see 	
	 Important Definitions, Page 15).
l	 Release live fish or live fish eggs into any waters except back to 	
	 the waters from which they were caught.
l	 Possess live crayfish. (See also Page 23)
l	 Possess live fish – unless the fish have been lawfully caught and 	
	 are within 5 metres of the waters from which they were caught.

l	 Fizz fish – it is undue harm and reduces survival of released fish.
l	 Use live fish for bait.
l	 Use amphibians, such as frogs and salamanders, as bait.
l	 Dispose of unused bait within 50 metres of waterbodies except in 	
	 a regularly serviced waste disposal receptacle.
l	 Set out or use bait to attract fish unless it is attached to a hook 	
	 used in angling (that is chumming).
l	 Fish by snagging.
l	 Possess fish taken by snagging.
l	 Possess a snagging device (such as a gaff or gaff hook) while 	
	 angling.
l	 Use gaffs, gaff hooks or spring-loaded hooks (spring-loaded 	
	 hooks incorporate a device that snags/traps/holds the fish).
l	 Use snares, firearms, or any device to attract, stun or kill fish by 	
	 causing an explosion or electrical current in the water.
l	 Use lights to sportfish unless the light is attached to a hook or 	
	 line used in angling. This includes visible lights that are emitted 	
	 by underwater cameras.
l	 Clean fish for transport home in a manner that is not authorized 	
	 (see Cleaning and Transporting Fish, Page 25).

Additional Restrictions:
l	 The edible flesh of legally kept game fish must not be wasted, 	
	 destroyed, spoiled or abandoned.
l	 Fish must not be removed from, or disturbed in, any facility or 	
	 structure designed to capture, hold or facilitate the passage of 	
	 fish.
l	 Fishing is prohibited by any method within 23 metres 		
	 downstream of the lower entrance of any fishway, canal, 		
	 obstacle or leap. Weirs and dams are considered obstacles.
l	 NOTE: Fishways, fish ladders, impoundment nets, fish traps and 	
	 other similar structures may be set up to assist in the 		
	 management or the study of fisheries, or to allow the passage of 	
	 fish.

Catch Limits
In this guide the word limit refers to the number of fish you are 
allowed to keep or have in your possession. As outlined below, you 
may not exceed the Daily Catch Limit at any waterbody fished, nor 
possess more fish than the Maximum Possession.

Releasing Live Fish – If the fish you catch is of a legal species 
and legal size, immediately decide to keep it as part of your Daily 
Catch Limit or release it. Fish kept on a stringer or a live well are 
considered retained and are part of your limit. See Pages 22 and 25 
for details on releasing fish.

Possession – While a person is angling, a fish is considered 
retained (in possession) when it is not immediately released to the 
waters from which it was taken.

Daily Catch Limit – The number of fish you are allowed to keep 
while fishing in one day is equal to the limit listed for each species 
or group of species at the lake or stream being fished, including 
any fish eaten or given away that day. When you are fishing at any 
lake or stream, you may not have in your possession more fish than 
the limit, or fish other than those of legal size, listed for the lake or 
stream being fished.

Catch Limits continued on page 22
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the fish is of legal-size. It is best to immediately release fish that 
are close to legal length rather than subjecting the fish to extra 
handling time. The length of the fish is measured without including 
the curvature of the body. Lay the fish on a flat surface on top of the 
measuring device. If you lay the measuring device overtop of the 
curvature of the body, you will get an inaccurate measurement. It’s a 
good idea to have a fish measuring board.

Never Cull Fish
“Culling” is staying within the catch limit for a species by releasing 
fish from a stringer, live well or other holding device when another 
more desirable (for example, larger) fish is caught. Fish that have 
been held on a stringer, live well or other holding device usually 
die if released because of stress and damage to their gills, fins and 
scales. Culling is unlawful if the practice occurs beyond a person’s 
legal possession limit.

Tips on Releasing Fish
If a fish is handled carefully and gently, it will have an excellent 
chance of survival. The most important factors related to post- release 
mortality rates are warm water, depth of water, air exposure, and 
swallowed hooks penetrating gills, throat and stomach regions. Fish 
hooked on the outside of the mouth or in the lip have a better chance 
of survival. Fishing during cooler times of the day, in shallower water, 
releasing fish quickly, and using methods that result in being hooked 
around the mouth are the best ways to reduce post-release hooking 
mortality. Still fishing with bait or slowly drifting flies will result in 
more deeply hooked fish. Keeping tight lines and setting the hook 
immediately after the strike may reduce the occurrence of deeply 
hooked fish. Walleye and Yellow Perch have a reduced chance of 
survival if they are caught from deep water (>6 m or 20 feet).
l	 Retrieve your catch quickly.
l	 Release fish immediately (with care).
l	 Avoid squeezing the fish.
l	 Keep your fingers out of the gills and eyes.
l	 Keep the fish in the water.
l	 Remove the hook carefully.
l	 Leave deeply swallowed hooks in the fish (Side-cutters can be 	
	 used to cut the hook instead of the line).
l	 Help revive the fish by holding it in the water.
l	 Do not fizz – it reduces survival of released fish.
l	 Fish for walleye and perch in relatively shallow water.

For more information, search for fish handling on mywildalberta.ca.

Fishing with Bait
Bait includes, but is not restricted to: corn, cheese, marshmallows, 
meat, maggots, meal worms, earthworms, wax worms, gammarus 
shrimp, leeches, terrestrial insects, the larvae, pupae or adults of 
aquatic insects (e.g., stonefly, mayfly, caddis fly), bait fish, parts of 
fish, fish eggs, scented baits, power baits and all additives that scent 
or flavour artificial baits and lures.

Provincewide Maximum Possession – All fish kept from any 
lake or stream, from any Watershed Unit, count as part of the 
Maximum Possession that must not be exceeded. An angler may 
never possess more fish from a specific lake or stream than the 
Daily Catch Limit, but may possess a cumulative total of Daily 
Catch Limits of fish from different lakes or streams up to the allowed 
Maximum Possession limit for each species.

The Maximum Possession of fish you may have, including fish 
at your permanent residence, for each game fish species or 
group of species, including fish caught under a Special Harvest 
Licence, is listed below:
l	 Trout – 5 in total, combined of:
		  0 bull trout (native to Alberta)
		  2 Northern Dolly Varden (historically released into Chester Lake); 
		  1 golden trout; 3 lake trout; 5 cutthroat trout; 5 rainbow trout;  
		  5 brown trout; 5 brook trout. 5 tiger trout.
l	 Arctic Grayling – 0
l	 Mountain Whitefish – 5 in total.
l	 Walleye and Sauger in combination – 3 in total.
l	 Walleye – 3 or no more than 12 when harvested under the 		
	 authority of Special Fish Harvest Licences when combined with 	
	 any other licences.
l	 Northern Pike – 3 in total.
l	 Yellow Perch – 15 in total.
l	 Lake Whitefish and Cisco (Tullibee) – 10 in combined total.
l	 Goldeye and Mooneye – 10 in combined total.
l	 Burbot (Ling) – 10 in total.
l	 Lake Sturgeon – 0
l	 Non-game fish – Includes sucker species. There is no limit on 	
	 the number of non-game fish.

Sportfishing Seasons
Check for dates of open and closed seasons under each Watershed 
Unit of the Fish Management Zones starting on Page 30.

Tributaries and Beaver Ponds
l	 Tributaries to a lake have the same regulations as the outlet 	
	 stream from the lake, unless stated differently in site-specific 	
	 regulations.
l	 Stream regulations do not apply to a lake or reservoir unless 	
	 stated differently in site-specific regulations.
l	 The same regulations apply to beaver ponds as apply to the 	
	 streams in which the ponds are found.
l	 Ice fishing: Angling is not permitted through the ice; a) 		
	 into beaver ponds or b) into flowing waters in ES1 to ES4 	
	 management zones except the portion of the Lobstick River 	
	 lying in 53, 54-9, 10-W5.

Measuring Fish Length
Maximum Total Length – the 
maximum total length of a fish 
is measured from the tip of the 
nose or jaw to the tip of the tail or 
caudal fin with the tail pinched.
NOTE: Anglers should only 
measure fish to determine if 

NOTE: Limits and size restrictions at specific lakes and 
streams are listed in regulation tables for each Watershed 
Unit starting on page 30.

Maximum total length
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Bait Ban means only unscented lures may be used. In specific 
streams, only maggots may be used as bait during certain times 
of the year to allow anglers to fish for mountain whitefish with less 
impact on trout populations. In specific lakes, only maggots and 
mealworms may be used as bait to allow anglers to fish for perch 
and lake whitefish with less impact on pike populations. 

A Lure is a spoon, plug, jig, fly or other such device made only of 
feathers, fibre, rubber, wood, metal, plastic or similar materials, and 
that does not attract fish by scent or flavour.

Bait Fish may be used in waters that do not have bait bans or bait 
fish restrictions. Where fishing with bait fish is not allowed other 
baits including smelts, herring, gammarus shrimp and dead fish 
eggs (e.g., preserved “salmon eggs”) may be used.

Bait Fish means any of the following: suckers (family 
Catostomidae), sticklebacks (family Gasterosteidae), trout-perch 
(Percopsis omiscomaycus), Iowa darter (Etheostoma exile), 
minnows (family Cyprinidae), and the exceptions are that NO carp, 
goldfish and the western silvery minnow can be used as bait.

No person shall angle using any fish as bait, other than dead bait 
fish listed above, dead smelt, dead herring, dead shrimp, dead fish 
eggs or the skin, fins or eyes of game fish caught by angling.

Note: Smelts and herring are of the saltwater families Osmeridae and 
Clupeidae. Cisco also called tullibee or lake herring are of the family 
Coregonidae and use of the whole fish as bait is prohibited. As Cisco 
are classified as a game fish the skin, fins, or eyes of cisco legally 
caught by angling may be used as bait similar to other game fish. Fish 
(other than dead smelts, herring, gammarus shrimp and fish eggs) or 
crayfish purchased from pet stores cannot be used as bait.

Parts of Game Fish: Only the skin, fins, eyes and dead eggs of game 
fish may be used as bait, provided these fish were lawfully caught by 
angling. Skin, fins, eyes and dead eggs of game fish may be used 
where the use of bait fish is prohibited, but cannot be used where bait 
bans are in effect. All game fish kept must be counted in the daily catch 
limit, including any fish from which parts are used for bait.

Collecting Bait Fish
Catching bait fish (such as suckers) by angling, bowfishing or 
spearfishing is allowed from all waters open to fishing with these 
methods, even at waters where the collection of bait fish by other 
means is prohibited.

Anglers may collect their own bait fish by minnow trap, dip net and 
seine net, but these fish must not be sold or released live to waters 
other than waters from which they were taken. The commercial 
collection of bait fish requires a Commercial Bait Fishing Licence. 
The following regulations apply to the collection of bait fish for 
personal use as bait:
l	 The collection of bait fish is not permitted in waters having 	
	 a bait ban or restriction on the use of bait fish, and in some 	
	 other specified waters (see Fish Management Zone regulations 	
	 Pages 30 to 88).
l	 The possession of live bait fish is prohibited. All bait fish kept 	
	 must be killed immediately. Please do not kill more than needed 	
	 because bait fish are important food for many sport fish.
l	 Fish other than bait fish must be immediately released 		
	 unharmed; game fish such as yellow perch must not be kept.

l	 Seine net means a net the ends of which are brought together or 	
	 hauled ashore. Examples include beach seine or a throwing net.
l	 Seine nets may not be larger than 3 m in length and 2 m in depth.
l	 Minnow traps may not have dimensions greater than 60 cm in 	
	 length by 30 cm in width, depth or diameter.
l	 No more than 2 minnow traps may be used at one time.
l	 Minnow traps must be labeled with the operator’s name, address 	
	 and sportfishing licence number.
l	 Crayfish cannot be used as bait. It is unlawful to possess 	
	 live crayfish.

REMEMBER
l	 It is illegal to use live bait fish or crayfish (live or dead) as bait.
l	 It is illegal to set out or use bait to attract fish unless the bait is 	
	 attached to a hook used in angling.
l	 It is illegal to use scented lures or scented weights where bait 	
	 bans are in effect.
l	 Discard live unused bait in its original packaging in a garbage 	
	 receptacle.

Crayfish
When fishing for crayfish with a rod and reel (angling) a sportfishing 
licence is required and sportfishing regulations apply (for example 
no angling for crayfish when waters are closed to angling). 

When fishing for crayfish using a dip net, seine net, trap or by hand, a 
sportfishing licence is not required and is permitted at any time of year. 

The retention and transport of live crayfish is illegal. All retained 
crayfish must be immediately killed.

Hooking Mortality
Restrictions on the use of bait are required to increase the survival 
of released fish. Anglers are generally encouraged to fish with 
unbaited lures because fish may be hooked in the lip or mouth more 
often. Hooking mortality is generally higher for fish caught on baited 
hooks as they tend to take the baited hook deeper into the gills and 
stomach area and they take longer to release.





For fishing information visit mywildalberta.ca 2025 Alberta Guide to Sportfishing Regulations - 25

Releasing Fish
You must immediately release every fish that cannot be legally kept 
because of species, catch limit, size limit or other regulation, without 
exception, even if the fish is injured or dead. When the fish is alive, 
you must release it in a manner that causes the least harm to the 
fish. Examples of fish that must be released:
l	 A species for which the limit is 0.
l	 A fish smaller than the minimum-size limit.
l	 A fish larger than the maximum-size limit.
l	 A fish the size of which is protected by a slot-size limit.
l	 A fish caught after you have already kept your limit.

Use Caution on Ice
The following guidelines do not override your obligation to use 
caution and common sense when travelling on ice:
l	 Careful measurement of ice thickness is important – always test 	
	 ice conditions. Never walk on ice that is less than 10 cm (4 in.) 	
	 thick and do not drive on ice that is less than 30 cm (12 in.) thick.
l	 Beware of ice near the inlets or outlets of streams. Always 		
	 be extra cautious of ice on rivers and streams. Ice can vary 		
	 in thickness and in strength from area to area because of 		
	 temperature, water current, springs, snow cover and time of year.
l	 Do not drive fast, or follow closely behind or park near another 	
	 vehicle on the ice.
l	 Ask someone who knows the area about ice conditions and 		
	 places to avoid.
l	 Use caution and stay away from aeration sites. Anglers are 		
	 encouraged not to fish near aerators for their safety and to 		
	 prevent fishing lines from tangling in the units and damaging them.

REMEMBER
l	 ALL ICE FISHING SHELTERS THAT ARE ON THE ICE 		
	 FOR MORE THAN 24 HOURS MUST BE LABELLED ON THE 	
	 OUTSIDE WITH 2.5 cm BLOCK LETTERS OR LARGER WITH 	
	 WiN NUMBER OR NAME AND PHONE NUMBER. 
l	 ICE FISHING SHELTERS MUST BE REMOVED FROM THE 	
	 ICE BY MARCH 15 IN PP1 AND MARCH 31 EVERYWHERE 	
	 ELSE.
l	 ANGLING IS NOT PERMITTED THROUGH THE ICE; 		
	 A) INTO BEAVER PONDS OR B) INTO FLOWING WATERS 	
	 IN ES1 TO ES4 MANAGEMENT ZONES EXCEPT THE 		
	 PORTION OF THE LOBSTICK RIVER LYING IN 53, 		
	 54-9, 10-W5.

Fish Consumption Advisory
Sportfishing is an important part of Canadian culture and can be a 
fun and healthy outdoor experience for people of all ages. Fish is 
an excellent source of lean protein, and provides essential nutrients 
like omega-3 fatty acids, zinc, iron, selenium and vitamins A, C and 
D. Despite the health benefits that are associated with eating fish, in 
some locations in Alberta, various species of fish may be exposed to 
mercury and other contaminants that when consumed in high levels 
can impact human health.

Methylmercury is the most toxic form of mercury. It is formed 
through natural biological processes in the water and sediment 
from other forms of mercury that are found in the environment. 
Contaminants accumulate in fat tissues and are persistent in fish, 
particularly in large predatory fish.

The Government of Alberta has been issuing and reviewing fish 
consumption advisories for fish caught from local waterbodies in 
Alberta since the 1990s. The Chief Medical Officer of Health in Alberta 

Health and Wellness is responsible for issuing food consumption 
advisories. Fish consumption advisories apply to local subsistence 
consumers, recreational anglers and residents who eat fish caught 
from these waterbodies. These advisories inform the public about any 
potential health hazards they may encounter when eating specific 
types of fish. The advisory helps local fish consumers make informed 
decisions about what is a safe amount of fish to eat. Search “Fish 
Consumption Advisory” on mywildalberta.ca for more information, or 
download the “Should I eat this fish” App to your cell phone.

Cleaning and Transporting Fish
Fish caught in Alberta:
l	 Fish cleaned for storage at other than your permanent residence, 	
	 or for transport to your permanent residence must not be 		
	 skinned, cut or packed in a manner that the species cannot be 	
	 identified, the number of fish cannot be determined, and the total 	
	 length of every fish subject to a size limit cannot be determined.
l	 Two pieces of fish that are of the same species are considered to 	
	 be one fish.
Tips:
l	 Carry a cooler and ice for storing whole fish for transport to your 	
	 permanent residence.
l	 Leave the head, tail and skin attached to fish subject to size limits 	
	 for accurate length measurements. Internal organs and gills can 	
	 be removed to preserve quality.
l	 Fish that are not subject to size limits may be filleted, but enough 	
	 skin must be left on each fillet for species identification purposes.
l	 Never transport fish in a solid frozen block.

REMEMBER
When cleaning fish away from your permanent residence, DO NOT 
REMOVE evidence of species and, if size limits apply, evidence 
of length as described above, unless the fish are to be consumed 
immediately.

Fish caught by someone else:
If you are transporting fish caught by someone else, you must have 
a bill of lading signed by the angler who harvested the fish. This 
letter must provide the following information:
l	 The sportfishing licence number, name and signature of the 		
	 individual who harvested the fish,
l	 The number and species of the fish,
l	 The location from which you started and the location to which you 	
	 are traveling, and
l	 The date on which the fish are being transported.

Fish caught outside of Alberta:
When traveling within Alberta and transporting fish that were taken 
elsewhere, you must be able to support your claim that those fish 
were caught outside of Alberta.

Gill Nets
Anglers should be aware that while angling you may encounter gill 
nets in some Alberta lakes.  
 
Gill nets can be lawfully set by licenced users (e.g. First Nations 
people, Métis harvesters and researchers). All nets must be visibly 
marked at each end with a one (1) metre stake or spar buoy bearing 
the applicable licence number. Anglers should respect these nets 
and keep a safe distance to prevent entanglement with the boat or 
angling gear.  

Gill Nets continued on next page.
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If the nets are not marked, or the presence of a net seems 
suspicious, please call your local Fish and Wildlife Office (see Page 
27) or the Report A Poacher line at 1-800-642-3800.

Buying and Selling Fish
The illegal trafficking of fish threatens our fish populations and is a 
serious offence. Report illegal activities (see Report A Poacher on 
Page 10).
Unless authorized by licence; fish caught by any means cannot 
be sold, bought, traded or bartered.

Spearfishing / Bowfishing
A special licence for spearfishing or bowfishing is not required. 
Spearfishing and bowfishing is allowed under the Alberta 
Sportfishing Licence.
l	 Only spears propelled by spring, elastic, compressed gas or 	
	 muscular power are permitted.
l	 Only persons who are swimming may spearfish.
l	 Spears or bows cannot be used to harvest trout, mountain 		
	 whitefish, Arctic grayling, lake sturgeon, walleye or northern pike.
l	 Spearfishing or bowfishing are not permitted in Gods, May, 		
	 Seibert, Winefred, Andrew, Gardiner and Namur lakes.

Sportfishing in Provincial and National Parks
Alberta Sportfishing Regulations apply in Alberta Provincial Parks 
but not in Canada’s National Parks. Separate regulations apply to 
those waters or the portion of waters within National Parks. To fish 
in a National Park, you need a National Park Fishing Permit which is 
valid only within the National Park. National Park fishing permits are 
available at most park facilities and some commercial outlets. General 
Inquiries for Parks Canada National office call 1-888-773-8888.

Fishing in a Wilderness Area or Ecological Reserve is prohibited 
by the Wilderness Areas, Ecological Reserves, Natural Areas and 
Heritage Rangelands Act.

Sportfishing in Cold Lake
Sportfishing in Cold Lake requires either an Alberta Sportfishing 
Licence (see licence exemptions under “Requirements”), or a 
Saskatchewan Angling Licence. The Alberta Fishery Regulations, 
1998 apply to the Alberta portion of Cold Lake; while the 
Saskatchewan Regulations apply to the Saskatchewan portion of 
Cold Lake (Saskatchewan regulations are consistent with Alberta 
regulations for Cold Lake).

Competitive Fishing Events
Go to MyWildAlberta website and search for Competitive Fishing 
Events for more information or contact your nearest Fish and 
Wildlife Office and speak to a fisheries biologist (see Page 27). 
 
Be Bear Smart While Fishing
Bear encounters can happen any time, anglers should be extra 
alert.

Streams, rivers and lakeshores make convenient travel corridors 
for wildlife, and the sound of moving water can mask the noise that 
normally warns animals of your approach.

To learn more about Alberta bears and how to be BearSmart, visit 
www.bearsmart.alberta.ca.

Gaff and Gaff Hooks
Gaff or a gaff hook are illegal to possess while angling in Alberta.

Access to Fishing Waters
Anglers are reminded that healthy fish populations, and our ability to 
access fishing areas, are contingent upon courtesy and responsible 
conduct on the lands around them. It is the angler’s responsibility to 
know, understand, and abide by access conditions that apply when 
using and enjoying Alberta’s lands. 

Permission is always required before entering or crossing:
l	 Private land (from landowner)
l	 Indian reserves (from appropriate band council)
l	 Métis settlements (from appropriate Métis settlement association)
l	 Public land under agricultural or grazing lease (from leaseholder)

The website (https://www.alberta.ca/public-land-recreation) provides 
links to information for recreation on public land along with contact 
information. You can also call toll free 1-833-310-5869 or email 
EPA.Outreach-Services@gov.ab.ca for more information. While 
recreational ‘foot’ access is generally acceptable on public land, 
anglers should be aware that:
l	 Fishing in the critical habitats offered by Alberta’s Wilderness 	
	 and Ecological Areas is prohibited under the Wilderness, Areas, 	
	 Ecological Reserves, Natural Areas and Heritage Rangelands Act.
l	 Off-highway vehicle (OHV) access is prohibited in most provincial 	
	 parks and provincial recreation areas.
l	 Off-highway vehicle access may be limited or prohibited 		
	 within counties, municipal districts or within special public land 	
	 management areas such as Public Land Use Zones (PLUZ). 
l	 Special conditions, such as extreme fire hazard, may warrant 	
	 additional temporary access conditions.

Access to Crown Agricultural Lease Land
If you are looking to recreate on an agricultural lease you must 
contact the leaseholder to discuss access prior to entering a lease.  
Leaseholders have a duty to allow reasonable recreational access 
to the land, as outlined in the Recreational Access regulation. As a 
steward, the leaseholder is held accountable for the land, including 
any damage caused by recreational activities so the leaseholder has 
the ability to deny access for certain activities. Grazing Allotments 
in the Rocky Mountain Forest Reserve, such as those found in 
the forested area of the foothills along the Eastern Slopes, are not 
affected by this legislation. Leaseholder’s contact information can be 
found on the Recreational Access Mapping Tool (geospatial.alberta.
ca/RecAccess).
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Alberta Government / Fish and Wildlife Enforcement Services Offices
For further information about these regulations or other matters concerning fish or wildlife management, please contact

the sources listed below. For toll-free access within Alberta to most Alberta Government offices, call 310-0000.

Report A Poacher: Report suspicious or illegal 
hunting and fishing activity, or dangerous wildlife 
encounters by phone or online 1-800-642-3800

310-LAND (5263): Report illegal activity, enforcement 
concerns and public safety issues on public land or in 
Provincial Parks.

Alberta Government Hunting and Fishing Branch: 
Forestry Building,
9920 – 108 Street, Edmonton, Alberta 
T5K 2M4
310-0000 in Alberta
780-427-2711 outside of Alberta 

Sportfishing regulations: www.mywildalberta.com

Outreach Services:  
1-877-944-0313, EPA.Outreach-Services@gov.ab.ca

Licencing and WiN card: AlbertaRELM Helpdesk, 
1-888-944-5494 (0600 to midnight, 7 days a week), 
albertarelm.com, ab.webmaster@aspirasupport.com

Legislation is available at Alberta King’s Printer:  
Edmonton, 10611-98 Avenue, 780-427-4952,  
www.qp.alberta.ca

National Parks-Parks Canada:  
1-888-773-8888, www.pc.gc.ca

Environmental Hotline:  
Environmental emergency or complaint, 
1-800-222-6514 

Respect Our Lakes program:
www.alberta.ca/respect-our-lakes.aspx

Alberta Government offices for these services
l	 Hunting, trapping and sportfishing regulations
l	 Licences: RFMA/Trapping, Fish Stocking, Fish Research, Competitive Fishing, Fur Dealers, 	
	 Taxidermy, Tannery, Damage Control
l	 Found Dead Wildlife or Export Permit applications
l	 Registrations for Compulsory Furbearer Species and Big Game, fish or wildlife disease inquiries 	
	 including freezer locations
l	 Wildlife or Fisheries Management inquiries

Eastslopes Calgary 403-297-6674

Drayton Valley 780-542-6616

Edson 780-723-8527

Grande Prairie 780-538-5260

Hinton 780-865-8264

Pincher Creek 403-627-1120

Rocky Mountain House 403-845-8230

Whitecourt 780-778-7153

Northern Boreal Athabasca 780-675-2419

Bonnyville 780-826-3142

Fairview 780-835-7200

Fort McMurray 780-743-7200

Fort Vermilion 780-927-3712

High Level 780-841-0132

High Prairie 780-523-6521

Lac La Biche 780-623-5247

Manning 780-836-3065

Peace River 780-624-6167

Slave Lake 780-849-7123

St Paul 780-645-6313

Spruce Grove 780-960-8600

Parkland-Prairie Edmonton 780-427-3574

Lethbridge 403-381-5322

Medicine Hat 403-529-3680

Red Deer 403-340-7052

Vermilion 780-853-8137

Public Safety and Emergency Services / Fish and Wildlife Enforcement Services Offices
l	 For non-urgent enforcement or problem wildlife matters see contact information below
l	 For hunting and fishing violations in progress or imminent public safety risk or significant property loss due to wildlife call Report A Poacher line 1-800-642-3800
l	 Fish and Wildlife Enforcement media requests 780-644-3009  
l	 The first location listed is the designated Unit Hub office location responsible for the subsequent locations listed

Northwest 
Region

Grande Cache, Grande Prairie, Spirit River, Valleyview 780-538-5265

Fox Creek, High Prairie, Slave Lake, Whitecourt 780-523-6526

Fairview, Fort Vermilion, High Level, Manning, Peace River 780-624-6405

Drayton Valley, Edson, Evansburg, Hinton, Nordegg, 
Rocky Mountain House, Sundre

403-845-8300

Northeast 
Region

Athabasca, Cold Lake, Fort McMurray, Lac La Biche 780-675-8169

Edmonton 780-644-7089

Barrhead , Spruce Grove 780-960-8190

Red Deer, Wetaskiwin 403-755-6150

Smoky Lake, St. Paul1 780-656-3556

Camrose, Ponoka1, Vegreville 780-632-5410

Provost, Stettler, Vermilion1 780-753-2433

South 
Region

Calgary, Drumheller, Hanna, 
Strathmore

403-297-6423

Cochrane, High River, Oyen 403-932-2388

Brooks, Cardston, Lethbridge, 
Medicine Hat, Vulcan

403-381-5266

Blairmore, Claresholm, 
Pincher Creek

403-562-3289

Footnotes: 
1 Part time offices – please contact for service hours.
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Fish management boundaries are based on three ecosystem zones as follows: the 
Eastern Slopes, the Parkland-Prairie and the Northern Boreal. Each zone is divided into 
Watershed Units to expand on specific regulations established to meet waterbody and 
fish population needs.

	 ZONE 1 Eastern Slopes Zone on pages 30 to 53. 
	 ZONE 2 Parkland-Prairie Zone on pages 54 to 67.
	 ZONE 3 Northern Boreal Zone on pages 68 to 92.

NORTHERN

BOREAL

ZONE

NB3
Page 82

NB4
Page 88

NB2
Page 77 NB1

Page 68

PARKLAND

PRAIRIE

ZONE

PP2
Page 63

PP1
Page 54

EASTERN

SLOPES

ZONE

ES4
Page 50

ES3
Page 46

ES2
Page 39

ES1
Page 30

EDMONTON

CALGARY

WOOD

BUFFALO

NATIONAL

PARK

JASPER
NATIONAL

PARK

BANFF
NATIONAL

PARK

WATERTON LAKES
NATIONAL PARK

Maps
The maps in this 
Guide are designed as 
references to help you 
identify the location of 
Fish Management Zones 
and Watershed Units. 
The boundaries shown 
are in a small scale and 
cannot be considered 
legally exact. Because 
of the size of the guide, 
it is not possible to show 
complete detail for all 
lakes and streams. 
Greater detail can be 
obtained from access 
and topographic maps 
that are available 
from various map 
dealers throughout the 
province. 

Watershed 
Boundaries
The boundary 
between Watershed 
Units is the height 
of land that divides 
the two watersheds, 
so that water on 
one side flows 
one direction 
and water on the 
other side flows a 
different direction. 
“Watershed Unit” 
means the area 
drained by a stream 
system, including 
tributaries, described 
and illustrated 
on maps in the 
following sections 
of this Guide. All 
lakes, reservoirs 
and ponds within 
each unit are 
included, whether 
or not they are 
directly connected 
to the stream 
system.
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n The Eastern Slopes consists of the mountains and foothills that form the “Eastern Slopes” along the Rocky Mountains from Montana to 
the Grande Prairie region. Throughout this zone, tributary creeks flow into larger streams and into major rivers. These watersheds support 
numerous trout and mountain whitefish populations, as well as Arctic grayling populations in the north.

The Eastern Slopes four Watershed Units are the Oldman and Bow rivers (ES1), the Red Deer and North Saskatchewan rivers 
(ES2), the Athabasca and Pembina rivers (ES3) and the Smoky River (ES4).

ES1 WATERSHED UNIT REGULATIONS 
n the Oldman River watershed upstream of Secondary Road 509 near Coalhurst and the Bow River watershed upstream of 
Highway 24 near Carseland.

BAIT FISHING
l	 Fishing with Bait in ES1 streams is NOT allowed.
l	 Fishing with Bait is allowed at lakes without bait bans. Check the ES1 regulation tables for site specific regulations. 
l	 Fishing with Bait Fish is NOT allowed in ES1 except at the following waters: Payne (Mami) Lake, Lees Lake, and Ghost Reservoir.

Alberta Government may implement time of day angling restrictions in this watershed unit in response to low stream flows and 
warmer water temperatures. Please see the Important Information page and My Wild Alberta webpage for more information. 

Ice fishing: Angling is not permitted through the ice; a) into beaver ponds or b) into flowing waters in ES1 
Mainstem of a river: includes the mainstem channel and any side channel, oxbows, riparian flow channels, and plunge pools below spillways.

ES1 Default Sportfishing Regulations
• The names of most ES1 lakes and streams are listed alphabetically in the site specific regulation tables on the following pages.
• Smaller streams may not be listed, but may be included as tributaries to a listed larger stream.
• If a listed waterbody does not have a season listed, it is CLOSED to fishing during that period.
• If a ES1 lake, reservoir, river, stream or species is not listed, follow the default regulations below.
• General regulation stocked trout lakes are listed on page 16.

LAKES • OPEN all year
• Bull Trout limit 0
• Arctic Grayling limit 0
• Trout limit 5
• Mountain Whitefish limit 5 over 30 cm
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Pike limit 3
• Perch limit 15
• Lake Whitefish limit 10
• Burbot limit 10
• Bait except Bait Fish allowed

STREAMS • OPEN June 16 to Aug. 31
• Bull Trout limit 0
• Arctic Grayling limit 0
• Trout limit 2
• Cutthroat and Rainbow over 35 cm
• Mountain Whitefish limit 5 over 30 cm
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Northern Pike limit 3
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Lake Whitefish limit 10
• Burbot limit 10
• Bait Ban

• OPEN Sept. 1 to Oct. 31
• Bull Trout limit 0
• Arctic Grayling limit 0
• Trout and Mountain Whitefish limit 0
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Northern Pike limit 3
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Lake Whitefish limit 10
• Burbot limit 10
• Bait Ban

• CLOSED Nov. 1 to June 15
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ES2 WATERSHED UNIT REGULATIONS 
n The Red Deer River watershed upstream of the Dickson Dam west of Innisfail and the North Saskatchewan River watershed 
upstream of Highway 22/39 near Drayton Valley.

BAIT FISHING
l	 Fishing with bait in ES2 streams is NOT allowed.
l	 Fishing with Bait is allowed at lakes without Bait Bans. Check the ES2 regulation tables for site specific regulations.
l	 Fishing with Bait Fish is NOT allowed in ES2 except at the following waterbodies: Burnstick Lake, Brazeau Canal, Cow Lake, Jackfish 	
	 Lake and Glennifer (Reservoir) Lake.

Alberta Fish and Wildlife may announce short-term emergency stream closures in response to low stream flows and warmer water 
temperatures. Sportfishing would be suspended and fishing not allowed for the duration of the emergency period.

Ice fishing: Angling is not permitted through the ice; a) into beaver ponds or b) into flowing waters in ES2 
Mainstem of a river: includes the mainstem channel and any side channel, oxbows, riparian flow channels, and plunge pools below spillways.

ES2 Default Sportfishing Regulations
• The names of most ES2 lakes and streams are listed alphabetically in the site specific regulation tables on the following pages.
• Smaller streams may not be listed, but may be included as tributaries to a listed larger stream.
• If a listed waterbody does not have a season listed, it is CLOSED to fishing during that period.
• If a ES2 lake, reservoir, river, stream or species is not listed, follow the default regulations below.
• General regulation stocked trout lakes are listed on page 16.

LAKES • OPEN all year
• Bull Trout limit 0
• Arctic Grayling limit 0
• Trout limit 5
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Northern Pike limit 3
• Perch limit 15
• Mountain Whitefish limit 5 over 30 cm
• Burbot limit 10
• Bait except bait fish allowed

STREAMS • OPEN Apr. 1 to Aug. 31
• Bull Trout limit 0
• Arctic Grayling limit 0
• Trout limit 2
• Cutthroat over 35 cm
• Mountain Whitefish limit 5 over 30 cm
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Northern Pike limit 3
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Burbot limit 10
• Bait Ban

• OPEN Sept. 1 to Oct. 31
• Bull Trout limit 0
• Arctic Grayling limit 0
• Trout and Mountain Whitefish limit 0
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Northern Pike limit 3
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Burbot limit 10
• Bait Ban

• CLOSED Nov. 1 to Mar. 31
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ES3 WATERSHED UNIT REGULATIONS 
n The Athabasca River watershed upstream of Secondary Road 658 near Whitecourt, and the Pembina River watershed upstream 
of Highway 43 near Sangudo.

BAIT FISHING
l	 Fishing with Bait in ES3 streams is restricted. Check the ES3 site specific regulations and default regulations for details.
l	 Fishing with Bait is allowed at lakes without Bait Bans. Check the ES3 regulation tables for site specific regulations.

Alberta Fish and Wildlife may announce short-term emergency stream closures in response to low stream flows and warmer water 
temperatures. Sportfishing would be suspended and fishing not allowed for the duration of the emergency period.

Ice fishing: Angling is not permitted through the ice; a) into beaver ponds or b) into flowing waters in ES3 except the portion of the Lobstick 
River lying in 53, 54-9, 10-W5 (Open June 16 to Oct. 31)
Mainstem of a river: includes the mainstem channel and any side channel, oxbows, riparian flow channels, and plunge pools below spillways.

ES3 Default Sportfishing Regulations
• The names of most ES3 lakes and streams are listed alphabetically in the site specific regulation tables on the following pages.
• Smaller streams may not be listed, but may be included as tributaries to a listed larger stream.
• If a listed waterbody does not have a season listed, it is CLOSED to fishing during that period.
• If a ES3 lake, reservoir, river, stream or species is not listed, follow the default regulations below.
• General regulation stocked trout lakes are listed on page 16.

LAKES • OPEN all year
• Bull Trout limit 0
• Arctic Grayling limit 0
• Trout limit 5
• Mountain Whitefish limit 5 over 30 cm
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Northern Pike limit 3
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Lake Whitefish limit 10
• Burbot limit 10
• Bait except bait fish allowed

STREAMS • OPEN June 16 to Aug. 31
• Athabasca Rainbow and Bull Trout limit 0
• Arctic Grayling limit 0
• Other Trout limit 2
• Mountain Whitefish limit 5 over 30 cm
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Northern Pike limit 3 over 63 cm
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Lake Whitefish limit 10
• Burbot limit 10
• Bait Ban

• OPEN Sept. 1 to Oct. 31
• Athabasca Rainbow and Bull Trout limit 0
• Other Trout, Arctic Grayling and Mountain 
Whitefish limit 0
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Northern Pike limit 3 over 63 cm
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Lake Whitefish limit 10
• Burbot limit 10
• Bait Ban

• CLOSED Nov. 1 to June 15
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ES4 WATERSHED UNIT REGULATIONS 
n The Smoky River watershed upstream of the 21st Base Line, and the Albright Creek watershed.
BAIT FISHING
l	 Fishing with Bait in ES4 streams is restricted. Check the ES4 regulation tables for site specific regulations.
l	 Fishing with Bait Fish in streams is NOT allowed except at portions of the Smoky and Little Smoky Rivers.
l	 Fishing with Bait including Bait Fish in lakes is allowed except at lakes listed with Bait Bans under the ES4 site specific regulations.

Alberta Fish and Wildlife may announce short-term emergency stream closures in response to low stream flows and warmer water 
temperatures. Sportfishing would be suspended and fishing not allowed for the duration of the emergency period.

Ice fishing: Angling is not permitted through the ice; a) into beaver ponds or b) into flowing waters in ES4
Mainstem of a river: includes the mainstem channel and any side channel, oxbows, riparian flow channels, and plunge pools below spillways.

ES4 Default Sportfishing Regulations
• The names of most ES4 lakes and streams are listed alphabetically in the site specific regulation tables on the following pages.
• Smaller streams may not be listed, but may be included as tributaries to a listed larger stream.
• If a listed waterbody does not have a season listed, it is CLOSED to fishing during that period.
• If a ES4 lake, reservoir, river, stream or species is not listed, follow the default regulations below.
• General regulation stocked trout lakes are listed on page 16.

LAKES • OPEN all year
• Bull Trout limit 0
• Arctic Grayling limit 0
• Trout limit 5
• Mountain Whitefish limit 5 over 30 cm
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Northern Pike limit 3
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Lake Whitefish limit 10
• Burbot limit 10
• Bait including Bait Fish allowed

STREAMS • OPEN June 1 to Aug. 31
• Bull Trout limit 0
• Trout and Arctic Grayling limit 0
• Mountain Whitefish limit 5 over 30 cm
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Northern Pike limit 3 over 63 cm
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Lake Whitefish limit 10
• Burbot limit 10
• Bait Ban

• OPEN Sept. 1 to Oct. 31
• Bull Trout limit 0
• Trout, Arctic Grayling and Mountain 
Whitefish limit 0
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Northern Pike limit 3 over 63 cm
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Lake Whitefish limit 10
• Burbot limit 10
• Bait Ban

• CLOSED Nov. 1 to May 31
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n The Parkland-Prairie consists approximately of the southeastern quarter of the province, east of Highway 2 from the Montana border to 
the North Saskatchewan River. Four major rivers that start in the mountains flow through the Parkland-Prairie. Shallow lakes and reservoirs 
are also found in the Parkland-Prairie. 

The Parkland-Prairie two Watershed Units are the Milk and South Saskatchewan rivers, including portions of the Oldman and Bow 
rivers (PP1), and the Red Deer, Battle and North Saskatchewan rivers (PP2).

PP1 WATERSHED UNIT REGULATIONS
n The Milk River watershed, and the South Saskatchewan River watershed upstream to Secondary Road 509 on the Oldman River near 
Coalhurst, including the St. Mary River watershed, and upstream to Highway 24 on the Bow River near Carseland.

BAIT FISHING
l	 Fishing with Bait, including Bait Fish in PP1 lakes and streams is allowed except at locations listed with Bait Bans under site specific 		
	 regulations.

Alberta Government may implement time of day angling restrictions in this watershed unit in response to low stream flows and 
warmer water temperatures. Please see the Important Information page and My Wild Alberta webpage for more information.
Mainstem of a river: includes the mainstem channel and any side channel, oxbows, riparian flow channels, and plunge pools below spillways.

PP1 Default Sportfishing Regulations
• The names of most PP1 lakes and streams are listed alphabetically in the site specific regulation tables on the following pages.
• Smaller streams may not be listed, but may be included as tributaries to a listed larger stream.
• If a listed waterbody does not have a season listed, it is CLOSED to fishing during that period.
• If a PP1 lake, reservoir, river, stream or species is not listed, follow the default regulations below.
• General regulation stocked trout lakes are listed on page 16.

LAKES • OPEN all year
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Northern Pike limit 3 over 63 cm
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Lake Whitefish limit 10
• Burbot limit 10
• Trout limit 5
• Mountain Whitefish limit 5 over 30 cm
• Bait allowed

STREAMS • OPEN May 8 to Mar. 15
• Lake Sturgeon limit 0
• Trout limit 2
• Mountain Whitefish limit 5 over 30 cm
• Walleye and Sauger limit 3
• Walleye over 50 cm
• Northern Pike limit 3 over 63 cm
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Lake Whitefish limit 10
• Burbot limit 10
• Goldeye limit 10
• Bait allowed

• CLOSED Mar. 16 to May 7

See pages 60-62 
for PP1 waterbody 

specific regulations.





CUTTHROAT TROUTBROWN TROUT

LAKE TROUTBULL TROUT

– pale haloes around large black spots on back 
   and body 
– red spots on sides

– no halos around black spots
– red-orange slash under the jaw

– pale spots on body and dorsal fin 
– tail deeply forked
– lower fins have a pale leading edge

– no spots or markings on dorsal fin or tail
– pale yellow to red spots on the body

CHAR – NO BLACK SPOTS ON SIDES

Trout (true trout and char) – rayless, fleshy lobe (adipose fin) on back behind dorsal fin and small scales on body.
The following illustrates important characteristics for identifying common trout species. Remember, if you don’t know, let it go!

TROUT – BLACK SPOTS ON SIDES



BROOK TROUT

CUTTHROAT TROUT RAINBOW TROUT

LAKE TROUT

– black markings on dorsal fin – slightly forked tail
– lower fins have a black stripe behind a pale 
   leading edge

– no halos around black spots
– red-orange slash under the jaw

– no halos around black spots
– no red-orange slash under the jaw

– pale spots on body and dorsal fin 
– tail deeply forked
– lower fins have a pale leading edge

CHAR – NO BLACK SPOTS ON SIDES

Trout (true trout and char) – rayless, fleshy lobe (adipose fin) on back behind dorsal fin and small scales on body.
The following illustrates important characteristics for identifying common trout species. Remember, if you don’t know, let it go!

TROUT – BLACK SPOTS ON SIDES



Mountain Whitefish
Mountain Whitefish have large scales, no spots and small mouths with no 
teeth. Their general body colour is a bronze-white or greenish white.

Northern Pike
Northern Pike are a long, slender fish with duck-like jaws and a long, flat 
head. The back and sides are predominantly dark green to olive green, with 
yellow to white spots.

Sauger
Sauger are Sensitive in Alberta due to few occurrences, habitat 
degradation and being misidentified as walleye.

Sauger are golden olive on the back with silver-yellow sides and a white 
underside. They also have a large spiny dorsal fin, distinct rows of spots 
on the dorsal fins and three or four dusky vertical bars on the body.

Lake Sturgeon
Lake Sturgeon are a Threatened Species due to population size and 
concerns with viability. They have a zero possession limit across the 
province - IF YOU CATCH THIS FISH YOU MUST RELEASE IT.

Lake Sturgeon have a large brown or grey body covered with tough, leather-
like tissue and five rows of bony plates. They have a shark-like, upturned tail 
and a pointed snout with four barbels.

Yellow Perch
Yellow Perch are golden yellow or green, with broad, dark vertical bands 
on their sides. They also have needle-like spines on the dorsal fin.

Burbot
Burbot have a slim, brownish black body with smooth skin, a flattened 
head, and a fin that stretches along the back half of the body. Distinctive 
barbels hang from the lower jaw and nostrils.

Goldeye
Goldeye have prominent eyes with bright yellow pupils, a blunt head, and 
a deep, compressed body. Their colour ranges from dark blue to blue-
green on its back, with silvery or white sides.

Lake Whitefish
Lake Whitefish are olive-green to blue on the back, with silvery sides. They 
have a small mouth below a rounded snout, and a deeply forked tail.

Walleye
Walleye have two distinct fins on their back, the first with large spines. 
They have a yellow-olive back, brassy, silvery sides with yellow spots, a 
white underside, and white on the lower lobe of the tail. Dusky vertical 
bars are often found on the body as well.

Mooneye
Mooneye and Goldeye have very similar appearance. Mooneye have 
prominent eyes with the top being golden, a blunt head, and a deep, 
compressed body with a longer keel. Their colour ranges from grey-blue to 
silver back with silvery or white sides.



Lake Trout
Lake Trout are a Sensitive Species due to being limited to a few lakes.

Lake Trout are a grey fish with irregular white spots and a forked caudal fin.

Rainbow Trout
Athabasca rainbow trout are the only strain native to alberta 
and are found in the Upper Athabasca watershed. They are a 
Threatened Species due to habitat degradation and overharvest 
and have a zero possession limit.

Rainbow Trout are olive-green in color with heavy black spotting over 
the body. Adult fish have a red-coloured stripe along the lateral line, 
from the gills to the tail.

Brook Trout
Brook trout are among the most colourful trout. The back is dark green with 
pale wavy lines, while the sides have a purple sheen with blue-haloed red 
spots.

Brown Trout
Brown trout are golden brown in colour with large black spots on the back, 
and red spots (some with pale haloes) on the sides. They are the only trout 
with both red and black spotting.

Bull Trout
Bull Trout are a Threatened Species due to small population and 
concerns of viability. They have a zero possession limit across the 
province - IF YOU CATCH THIS FISH YOU MUST RELEASE IT.

Bull trout are slim fish with a large head. Their back is olive-green to grey 
while their sides are silvery and marked with pale yellow to red spots. 
There are no black spots on the dorsal fin.

Westslope Cutthroat Trout
Westslope Cutthroat Trout are a Threatened Species due to hybridization, 
a reduced native range (within the S. Saskatchewn R basin) and concerns 
of viability. Stocked populations outside of their native range are not 
threatened.

Cutthroat trout are named for the bright red-orange streak in the fold under 
the mouth. They also have small scales and black spots without halos on 
the sides.

Golden Trout
Golden trout are the most colourful of trout, with an olive-green back and 
bright red-to-gold sides and belly.

Arctic Grayling
Arctic Grayling are a Species of Special Concern due to 
overharvest and passage barriers. They have a zero possession 
limit across the province - IF YOU CATCH THIS FISH YOU MUST 
RELEASE IT.

Arctic grayling can be identified by their colourful and very large dorsal fin 
and by their large scales with brown or black spots on the body behind the 
head.

Tiger Trout
The tiger trout is a sterile hybrid from crossing brown trout eggs and 
brook trout milt. Tiger trout can be light to dark in colour and have 
pronounced vermiculations like the stripes of a tiger.

Remember, If you don’t know, let it go! 
Learn more about fish identification on mywildalberta.ca, or visit 
albertanativetrout.com for tips on identifying native trout. 

For more information, please see Alberta’s Species at Risk and 
Fisheries Management status websites: https://www.alberta.ca/species-
at-risk.aspx or https://www.alberta.ca/fish-wildlife.aspx
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PP2 WATERSHED UNIT REGULATIONS
n The Red Deer River watershed downstream of the Dickson Dam west of Innisfail, the Battle River watershed, and the North 
Saskatchewan River watershed downstream of Highway 22/39 near Drayton Valley, excluding tributary watersheds entering on the left 
(north) bank downstream of Highway 38 near Redwater (NOTE: The boundary between the Parkland-Prairie and Northern Boreal zones 
follows the north terrace and river break along the North Saskatchewan River valley).
BAIT FISHING
l	 Fishing with Bait, including Bait Fish, in PP2 lakes and streams is allowed except at locations listed with Bait Bans under site specific 	
	 regulations.

Mainstem of a river: includes the mainstem channel and any side channel, oxbows, riparian flow channels, and plunge pools below spillways.

PP2 Default Sportfishing Regulations
• The names of most PP2 lakes and streams are listed alphabetically in the site specific regulation tables on the following pages.
• Smaller streams may not be listed, but may be included as tributaries to a listed larger stream.
• If a listed waterbody does not have a season listed, it is CLOSED to fishing during that period.
• If a PP2 lake, reservoir, river, stream or species is not listed, follow the default regulations below.
• General regulation stocked trout lakes are listed on page 16.

LAKES • OPEN all year
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Northern Pike limit 3 over 63 cm
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Lake Whitefish limit 10
• Burbot limit 2 (Burbot limit 0 Feb. 1 to Mar. 31)
• Trout limit 5
• Mountain Whitefish limit 5 over 30 cm
• Bait allowed

STREAMS • OPEN May 15 to Mar. 31
• Lake Sturgeon limit 0
• Walleye and Sauger limit 3
• Walleye over 50 cm
• Northern Pike limit 3 over 63 cm
• Trout limit 2
• Mountain Whitefish limit 5 over 30 cm
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Lake Whitefish limit 10
• Burbot limit 2 (Burbot limit 0 Feb. 1 to Mar. 31)
• Goldeye limit 10
• Bait allowed

• CLOSED Apr. 1 to May 14
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n The Northern Boreal consists of a vast area of central and northern Alberta consists of boreal forest. Throughout the boreal forest, many 
of the streams are low gradient, brown water streams which in turn are part of the major drainage basins of the Athabasca, Peace and Hay 
rivers. The majority of the lakes in Alberta occur in the boreal forest zone. 

The four Northern Boreal Watershed Units (NB1-NB4) are made of the Beaver, Athabasca, La Biche, Lesser Slave, Pembina, 
Peace, Wabasca, Hay, Christina, Clearwater rivers and Lake Athabasca watersheds.

NB1 WATERSHED UNIT REGULATIONS
n The Beaver River watershed and the Athabasca River watershed between the north boundary of Township 78 (near Pelican River) and 
Sec. Rd. 813 (near the town of Athabasca), including the Calling River watershed, and the La Biche River watershed (NOTE: the tributary 
watersheds, including several lakes in the “Lakeland District,” entering on the left downstream bank [north bank] of the North Saskatchewan 
River downstream of Highway 38 near Redwater are also part of NB1).

BAIT FISHING
l	 Fishing with Bait, including Bait Fish in NB1 lakes and streams is allowed except at locations listed with Bait Bans under site specific 		
	 regulations.

Mainstem of a river: includes the mainstem channel and any side channel, oxbows, riparian flow channels, and plunge pools below spillways.

NB1 Default Sportfishing Regulations
• The names of most NB1 lakes and streams are listed alphabetically in the site specific regulation tables on the following pages.
• Smaller streams may not be listed, but may be included as tributaries to a listed larger stream.
• If a listed waterbody does not have a season listed, it is CLOSED to fishing during that period.
• If a NB1 lake, reservoir, river, stream or species is not listed, follow the default regulations below.
• General regulation stocked trout lakes are listed on page 16.

LAKES • OPEN May 15 to Mar. 31
• Arctic Grayling limit 0
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Northern Pike limit 3 over 63 cm
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Lake Whitefish limit 10
• Burbot limit 10
• Trout limit 3
• Bait allowed

• CLOSED Apr. 1 to May 14

STREAMS • OPEN June 1 to Oct. 31
• Arctic Grayling limit 0
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Northern Pike limit 3 over 63 cm
• Mountain Whitefish limit 5 over 30 cm
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Lake Whitefish limit 10
• Burbot limit 10
• Trout limit 2
• Bait allowed

• CLOSED Nov. 1 to May 31
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NB2 WATERSHED UNIT REGULATIONS
n The Athabasca River watershed between Sec. Rd. 813 near Athabasca and Sec. Rd. 658 near Whitecourt, including the Lesser Slave 
River watershed and the Pembina River watershed upstream to Highway 43 near Sangudo.

BAIT FISHING
l	 Fishing with Bait in NB2 streams is NOT allowed except at portions of a few rivers under NB2 site specific listing regulations.
l	 Fishing with Bait in NB2 lakes is allowed, except at lakes listed with Bait Bans under NB2 site specific regulations.
l	 Fishing with Bait Fish is allowed except at locations listed with Bait Bans under NB2 site specific regulations.

Mainstem of a river: includes the mainstem channel and any side channel, oxbows, riparian flow channels, and plunge pools below spillways.

NB2 Default Sportfishing Regulations
• The names of most NB2 lakes and streams are listed alphabetically in the site specific regulation tables on the following pages.
• Smaller streams may not be listed, but may be included as tributaries to a listed larger stream.
• If a listed waterbody does not have a season listed, it is CLOSED to fishing during that period.
• If a NB2 lake, reservoir, river, stream or species is not listed, follow the default regulations below.
• General regulation stocked trout lakes are listed on page 16.

LAKES • OPEN May 15 to Mar. 31
• Arctic Grayling limit 0
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Northern Pike limit 3 over 63 cm
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Lake Whitefish limit 10
• Burbot limit 10
• Trout limit 3
• Bait allowed

• CLOSED Apr. 1 to May 14

STREAMS • OPEN June 1 to Oct. 31
• Arctic Grayling limit 0
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Pike limit 3 over 63 cm
• Mountain Whitefish limit 5 over 30 cm
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Lake Whitefish limit 10
• Burbot limit 10
• Trout limit 2
• Bait Ban

• CLOSED Nov. 1 to May 31
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NB3 WATERSHED UNIT REGULATIONS
n The Peace River watershed, including the Wabasca and Birch rivers, the Hay River and Petitot River watersheds, and the Fontas River, 
Yates River, Whitesand River and Buffalo River watersheds.
BAIT FISHING
l	 Fishing with Bait in NB3 streams is NOT allowed except at portions of a few rivers under NB3 site specific listing regulations.
l	 Fishing with Bait in NB3 lakes is allowed, except at lakes listed with Bait Bans under NB3 site specific regulations.
l	 Fishing with Bait Fish is allowed except at locations listed with Bait Bans under NB3 site specific regulations.

Mainstem of a river: includes the mainstem channel and any side channel, oxbows, riparian flow channels, and plunge pools below spillways.

NB3 Default Sportfishing Regulations
• The names of most NB3 lakes and streams are listed alphabetically in the site specific regulation tables on the following pages.
• Smaller streams may not be listed, but may be included as tributaries to a listed larger stream.
• If a listed waterbody does not have a season listed, it is CLOSED to fishing during that period.
• If a NB3 lake, reservoir, river, stream or species is not listed, follow the default regulations below.
• General regulation stocked trout lakes are listed on page 16.

LAKES • OPEN May 15 to Mar. 31
• Lakes, reservoirs and ponds located north of 
township 104 are OPEN all year
• Arctic Grayling limit 0
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Northern Pike limit 3 over 63 cm
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Lake Whitefish limit 10
• Burbot limit 10
• Trout limit 3
• Bait allowed

• CLOSED Apr. 1 to May 14

STREAMS • OPEN June 1 to Oct. 31
• Arctic Grayling limit 0
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Pike limit 3 over 63 cm
• Mountain Whitefish limit 5 over 30 cm
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Lake Whitefish limit 10
• Burbot limit 10
• Trout limit 2
• Bait Ban

• CLOSED Nov. 1 to May 31
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NB4 WATERSHED UNIT REGULATIONS
n The Athabasca River watershed downstream of the north boundary of Township 78 (near Pelican River), including the Clearwater River 
and Christina River watersheds, and the Slave River and Lake Athabasca watersheds, including the lakes and streams north of Lake 
Athabasca.
BAIT FISHING
l	 Fishing with Bait, including Bait Fish, in NB4 lakes and streams is allowed except at locations with Bait Bans listed under site specific 	
	 regulations.

Mainstem of a river: includes the mainstem channel and any side channel, oxbows, riparian flow channels, and plunge pools below spillways.

NB4 Default Sportfishing Regulations
• The names of most NB4 lakes and streams are listed alphabetically in the site specific regulation tables on the following pages.
• Smaller streams may not be listed, but may be included as tributaries to a listed larger stream.
• If a listed waterbody does not have a season listed, it is CLOSED to fishing during that period.
• If a NB4 lake, reservoir, river, stream or species is not listed, follow the default regulations below.
• General regulation stocked trout lakes are listed on page 16.

LAKES • OPEN May 15 to Mar. 31
• Arctic Grayling limit 0
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Northern Pike limit 3 over 63 cm
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Lake Whitefish limit 10
• Burbot limit 10
• Trout limit 3
• Bait allowed

• CLOSED Apr. 1 to May 14

STREAMS • OPEN June 1 to Oct. 31
• Arctic Grayling limit 0
• Walleye limit 3 over 50 cm
• Northern Pike limit 3 over 63 cm
• Mountain Whitefish limit 5 over 30 cm
• Yellow Perch limit 15
• Lake Whitefish limit 10
• Burbot limit 10
• Trout limit 2
• Bait allowed

• CLOSED Nov. 1 to May 31
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lberta has long enjoyed 
a reputation as a 
world-class destination 
for trout angling. 

Streams like the Bow River, 
Crowsnest River and Upper Oldman 
River can make a trout angler’s heart 
skip a beat with the possibility of 
catching a 20+ inch trout on a dry 
fly. What could be better than having 
that opportunity many times a day, 
for multiple species, in locations 
ranging from the beautiful Rocky 
Mountains to the convenient, 
turquoise waters running through 
downtown Calgary. 
  Alberta’s trout streams have a 
storied past, from personal angling 
journals to many different fishing 
publications over the decades. We 
have seen high profile celebrities, 
heads of state and countless other 
global travellers willing to abandon 
all logic, not to mention significant 
sums of money in pursuit of these 
memory-making trophy fish. So 
disciplined and ardent are many trout 
anglers that they will spend countless 
hours at a fly-tying vise, pouring 
over innumerable textbooks just 
to perfectly align a specific insect 
hatch (size, colour, life stage) to a 
moment in time that forges a strong 
connection between people, fish and 
the landscape. 

 
 

by Shane Petry
Director, Fisheries Allocation and Use

Hunting and Fishing Branch
Alberta Forestry and Parks

For fishing information visit mywildalberta.ca
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  These moments, and the fish that help 
create them, are well worth conserving 
for current and future generations. Alberta 
has a reputation for providing these 
opportunities in abundance, and we are 
the envy of other North American fishery 
managers since many of these opportunities 
come from wild, self-sustaining fisheries. 
This attribute adds to the lengths anglers 
will go for fear of missing out: it improves 
marketability and intrigue of Alberta 
fisheries, driving millions of dollars into 
Alberta’s economy annually. But these 
fisheries are no longer the well-kept secrets 
they once were. 

  As magical as a day of fishing your 
favourite river can be, the thousands 
of people angling in these fisheries can 
take their toll on fish population health, 
particularly in systems that have other 
threats. For some of the most heavily 
fished systems, fisheries biologists have 
been able to determine that individual fish 
are caught multiple times each year—
if not handled and released properly, 
these fish can succumb to immediate or 
even delayed mortality. The proportion 
of fish that can be harmed or die can 
be much higher when poor handling is 
combined with high water temperatures, 

in part because warmer water also has less 
dissolved oxygen for recuperation. If we 
ignore the issue, the consequences could 
be declining fish populations and reduced 
opportunity for anglers. We know we need to 
balance management actions with data and 
stakeholder input, as we strive to ensure that 
these fisheries continue to create cultural, 
recreational and economic benefits for 
Albertans.

  In 2015, southern Alberta experienced 
an unanticipated “heat dome” that quickly 
warmed the region to unseasonably 
high ambient temperatures, resulting in 
abnormal increases to water temperatures 
in many Alberta trout streams, such as 
the Bow River. Enthusiastic anglers were 
quick to raise concerns of fish mortality 
with fishery managers, and soon after, the 
first ever full angling closure of the Bow 
River was implemented for two weeks. 
Most stakeholders not only supported 
but requested this management action. 
In the months and years that followed, 
stakeholders wanted something more 
permanent: specifically, a management 
approach that would address this problem 
going forward because these environmental 
conditions are likely to occur more regularly 
in the future, posing a threat to the resources 
we cherish so much. 
  Many stakeholders provided suggestions 
to fishery managers, such as asking 
whether Alberta could implement a system 
of temporary angling restrictions like in 
Montana. For our southern neighbours, 
this system is fondly referred to as “Hoot 
Owl” closures, paying tribute to the forest 
industry, where loggers could only work in 
the night and morning when fire risk was 
lowest and when owls would hoot. While 
angling advisories were—and still are—a 
tool used seasonally in Alberta, they are just 
that: advisories that have no associated or 
predetermined regulatory actions. Fisheries 
managers set out to create a management 
response system to address the potential 
impacts of higher water temperatures and 
low flows to fish. It quickly became clear that 
not only were high water temperatures and 
low flows important, but so was the amount 
of angling effort (number of people fishing) 
during certain times of year. An appropriate 
management system would need to be 
developed that addresses these threats with 
the help and support of anglers. 
  Once initial approaches were developed, 
fishery managers created a small working 
group that included angling guides, anglers 
and other experts to seek views and opinions 
on what management approaches made 

“In southern Alberta, really high angling effort occurs only on the Bow River.”
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  The current time of day trout 
conservation program runs annually during 
the months of July and August. When the 
environmental conditions (thresholds) 
described above are met, the regulations 
are adjusted such that angling is not 

sense. After incorporating feedback, the 
next step was to engage with Albertans to 
get feedback on the idea of implementing 
temporary angling restrictions that 
considered water temperatures, low flows, 
heavy angling pressure and the consequences 
of moving large numbers of anglers to 
other sensitive streams during an angling 
restriction period. Initial feedback from our 
surveys told managers that adjustments were 
needed to the proposed approach, so we 
took a closer look at what stakeholders were 
saying and adjusted the approach. Alberta 
acted and implemented its “Time-of-Day” 
angling restrictions in the summer of 2022, 
which are triggered when a combination of 
high temperatures and low water flows are 
present exclusively on the Bow River at the 
Carseland monitoring station. 
  A common question people ask is why 
this management action is only triggered 
by water temperature and flows on the Bow 
River? For the time-of-day management 
action to be implemented, three conditions 
must be present: high water temperatures, 
low flows, AND high angling effort. In 
southern Alberta, really high angling effort 
(over 200,000 hours of summer effort) occurs 
only on the Bow River, so it is important 
that fishery managers consider the possible 
negative impacts to fish populations of 
potentially shifting this large angling effort 
from the Bow River to the adjacent small 
streams along the eastern slopes that contain 
sensitive westslope cutthroat trout and bull 
trout. In 2016, Alberta witnessed firsthand 
how anglers moved to other fisheries: when 
the state of Montana closed the Yellowstone 
River to angling due to a disease outbreak, 
large numbers of anglers began showing up 
along the banks of the Bow River. 
 

  In the years since implementation, Alberta 
has monitored whether this management 
approach is having a positive impact. While 
it is difficult to assess a fish population 
response to short-term management actions 
like these, it appears that anglers are 
modifying their behaviour to 1) fish during 
periods of the day when water temperatures 
were lower and 2) reduce angling effort 
during the sensitive periods for fish. Both 
help protect fish and give them a much-
needed break during very sensitive periods.
  Trout fisheries and angling hold a special 
place in the hearts of many Albertans, 
and these individuals have continually 
demonstrated they care deeply about our 
province’s natural environment. By working 
together, government and the angling public 
can ensure that these resources persist for 
many generations.

permitted from 2:00 PM to midnight (14:00 
to 24:00) at specified locations. Please see 
My Wild Alberta for detailed information: 
https://mywildalberta.ca/fishing/advisories-
corrections-closures/time-of-day-angling-
restrictions.aspx l

“If not handled and released properly, fish can succumb to immediate or even delayed mortality.”
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  For decades, the walleye stocking goal was 
simple: stock walleye until they develop 
into self-sustaining populations that could 
eventually be harvested by anglers. Over 
time, widespread stocking slowed down or 
stopped as populations developed. Stocking 
walleye simply became a tool for improving 
or even re-establishing walleye populations, 
such as Wabamun Lake and Lac La Biche in 
the 2000s.

  Many Albertans might recall a series of 
province-wide face-to-face meetings in 
2020 where government staff spoke about 
fishing and fisheries management. We 
wanted to have important conversations, 
share valuable information and encourage 
Albertans to share meaningful feedback on 
what they wanted from provincial fisheries 
programs. Among many other ideas, we 

id you know that Alberta has 
been stocking walleye for 
almost 100 years? Sylvan Lake 
was one of the very first lakes 

to be stocked with walleye back in 1926. 
Other early stocking events included many 
reservoirs built by the federal Prairie Farm 
Rehabilitation Administration when 
establishing irrigated agriculture in 
southern Alberta. 

What’s Old and New in Alberta

by Rebecca Skarsen
Senior Fisheries Biologist

Hunting and Fishing Branch
Alberta Forestry and Parks
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heard loud and clear that stakeholders 
wanted us to renew a stocking program for 
walleye. This time around, however, the 
goals would be a little different; the new 
focus of the walleye stocking program is to 
provide more harvest and diverse fishing 
opportunities. The renewed program was 
brought back in 2021, and over 25-million 
walleye have since been stocked in more 
than 20 waterbodies across the province.
  When we think about the nuts and bolts 
of a walleye stocking program, there are 
lots of things to consider. For example, 
the walleye stocking program is very 
different than our trout program. Unlike 
trout, we do not start with brood fish in 
the hatchery; rather, all walleye come 
from wild stocks in Alberta lakes. Because 
walleye are piscivorous (fish eaters), they 
don’t shy away from eating each other and 
can be challenging to raise in hatcheries.
  So rather than try to build brood stock, 
our approach is to have staff collect wild 
eggs and milt during the spring spawning 
season. A big part of the process is 
determining where to source walleye for 
the stocking program. First and foremost, 
we ensure that all donor lakes have 
healthy walleye populations that are free 
of disease and can afford to provide some 
of their eggs for the stocking program. 
Next, we need to know where in the lake 
to find the spawning walleye. This can be 
a challenge, especially in large, deep or 
steep-sided lakes. Staff look for spawning 
habitat areas like gravelly shoals around 
islands or rock bars. Live traps are set 
to catch male and female walleye over a 
period of a week or more until we have 
enough females to provide the number of 
eggs we’re looking for. Each day, the eggs 
are collected and fertilized on-site. Once 

fertilized, eggs are driven to the Cold 
Lake Fish Hatchery and the captured 
adult fish are released back into the lake 
to swim another day. 
  It takes around two to three weeks for 
eggs to hatch into fry. Once hatched, 
fry can be stocked into their new 
homes or even grown into fingerlings 
for stocking. In lakes, fry are usually 
stocked in the same region that the eggs 
originated from, which helps to protect 
the unique genetics of each region. In 
southern reservoirs, this is less of an 
issue; reservoir walleye are generally all 
stocked fish and may have strains from 
multiple different lakes. 
  When stocked into a lake or reservoir, 
walleye fry are about the size of an 
eyelash, and these small fish have a long 
journey ahead of them before reaching 

maturity. If they can find enough food and 
a suitable habitat to survive, it’ll still take 
four to five years before a walleye reaches 
a catchable size. But having more fish 
in more lakes helps us to balance angler 
harvest with the maintenance of healthy 
fish populations into the future. Because 
we’ve heard how important walleye are to 
Albertans, we hope to continue to expand 
the current walleye stocking program in 
the coming years. That said, even with 
a vigorous stocking program, walleye 
in Alberta grow more slowly because of 
our northern latitude, and Alberta simply 
doesn’t have as many walleye lakes 
when compared with our neighbouring 
provinces to the east. This presents 
management challenges when we consider 
the number of passionate anglers we have 
in the province. 

“Eggs being expressed from a female walleye.”
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  One strategy for addressing these 
challenges is to create a program that 
allows the harvest of a certain size and 
number of walleye in some lakes annually. 
This ensures walleye populations can 
thrive while still providing harvest 
opportunities for current and future 
generations of Albertans. 
  Back in the 90s and early 2000s, many 
lakes had zero bag-limits for walleye 
because there just weren’t enough fish for 
everyone to have opportunities for harvest 
while still ensuring that populations could 
thrive into the future. In 2006, the Special 
Harvest Licence (SHL) program was born 
as a way to provide harvest opportunities 
for anglers in places that would otherwise 
have none. Based on feedback we’ve heard 
over the years, we know that this is a very 
popular program and management tool; 
however, the program has gotten somewhat 
complex over the years. 
  One thing we’ve heard from people in 
previous engagements is that they want 
the opportunity to purchase additional 
undersubscribed SHL tags. We’ve been 
providing more opportunity to purchase 
additional Class C tags, but we’ve also 
been looking for other ways to improve 
the program. And so, change is coming: 
starting in 2026, Class A and Class B 
licences will be removed from the SHL 
application, and draw process, and will be 
available for direct purchase. Tag numbers 
will still be based on walleye population 
status, but a direct purchase system will 

make it much easier and simpler for 
anglers to get tags for their favourite 
fisheries. There will be no more waiting 
for draw dates or for undersubscribed 
licences to come on sale. Given that the 
new system doesn’t come into play until 
2026, anglers with priority points will 
have time to put them to good use in the 
2025 season.

 

  Even if you don’t manage to snag some 
SHL tags for 2025, there are still plenty 
of new opportunities to catch walleye 

in other waterbodies around the province. 
The changes to angling regulations that 
were put in place in February (such as slot 
sizes and increased bag limits at a number 
of fisheries) are intended to provide more 
opportunities for anglers. These and other 
regulation changes (including some for 
northern pike) are highlighted here in 
the 2025 Alberta Guide to Sportfishing 
Regulations. Check them out and 
remember to know before you go: always 
look at the regulations before you head out 
on your fishing trip. The web-based app is 
also a very helpful page to save on your 
phone for quick-reference. l

“Walleye fry ready to be released.”



  
How fishing rules are made in Alberta

Photo credit: Morgan Schaufele
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ave you ever wondered what 
goes into that annual book of 
fishing rules? 
  When most people buy a 

fishing licence in Alberta, they likely do 
not give much thought as to how the rules 
are made—why would they when there 
are fish and wildlife experts for that. That 
said, anglers often know what fishing rules 
they want and where they want them. 
Subsequent conversations with fishery 
managers flow seamlessly from changing 
this bag limit or that gear type, as though 
the processes behind the scenes to change 
these rules are inconsequential to a desired 
outcome. This should be easy right? These 

are Alberta’s resources and Alberta 
makes the rules. At times, this couldn’t 
be further from the truth. What lurks 
behind the pages of season dates, fisheries 
management zones and bag limits in the 
sportfishing guide is a complex system 
of historic legislation and regulations—
legs and regs—that shape how Alberta’s 
fisheries are managed.  

  To understand how fishing rules are 
made today, we need to journey back 
in time and examine how we got here, 
which involves our nation’s origins 
as a British colony. In 1867, an act of 
parliament by the British government 
established Canada through the British 
North America Act. It’s no coincidence 
that what we call the Canadian 
Constitution is also dated 1867, as we 
simply rebranded the legislation. This is 
important because Section 91(12) of the 
Constitution Act says that all seacoast 
and inland fisheries are the legislative 
jurisdiction of the federal government. 
If you think about it, this makes sense: 
it isn’t hard to imagine that control 
over vast fisheries resources at the time 

meant stable food supplies and economic 
prosperity, both of which are very important 
to building a country. 
  As time passed and additional provinces 
joined, making Canada recognizable 
as the country we see today, many 
of those same federal legislative and 
regulatory authorities still exist on inland 
(freshwater) recreational fisheries. The 
authorities and ability of a given province 
or territory to make recreational rules for 
fishing has evolved over time and varies 
across Canada depending on judicial 
interpretations, federal agreements, and/
or other memorandums of understanding 
that provinces and territories have with the 
federal government. 
  The federal Fisheries Act (1868) is one of 
Canada’s oldest pieces of legislation, it is 
the broad tool by which federal authority 
is woven into the management of inland 
fisheries across the country. Although this 
act does not have a section that speaks to a 
single purpose, there are three fundamental 
subject areas in the legislation. The first 
largely concerns how Canada manages 
the exploitation of our fisheries resources, 
the second speaks to the conservation and 
protection of fish, and the last is about 

by Shane Petry
Director, Fisheries Allocation and Use
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Alberta Forestry and Parks
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protecting habitats and preventing pollution. 
For those familiar with the Federal Species 
at Risk Act, it is this same jurisdictional 
authority that provides the federal 
government with a great deal of influence—
as well as responsibility—over fish species at 
risk in provincial waters.

 

  Getting back to how fishing rules are made 
in Alberta, the responsibility to manage 
fisheries is generally shared between the 

provincial and federal governments with 
some delegations provided to Alberta 
to make rules. The most significant 
delegations relate to the creation of 
provincial legislation and regulations 
that largely concern licensing and 
enforcement—more on that in a bit. When 
fishery managers make annual regulation 
changes for recreational fishing rules—
such as opening and closing seasons, 
changing daily bag or possession limits, 
adding or removing size restrictions 
etc.—these changes are made pursuant to 

federal regulations and not, as many would 
assume, by changing provincial legislation 
or regulations. 
  The Alberta Fishery Regulations (1998) 
(ABFR) are federal regulations for Alberta 
that are enabled by the federal Fisheries 
Act. The ABFR contains many of the 
definitions we use in fisheries, as well as nine 
“Schedules” that contain all potential fishing 
rules for Alberta. These Schedules include 
rules for everything from lists of game fish 
and baitfish to fisheries management zones, 
waters closed to fishing, quotas and bag 
limits, types of fishing gear, as well as things 
like offences and fines. When Alberta fishery 
managers make annual fishing changes, we 
are delegated by the federal government to 
vary (variation order) the rules in some of the 
nine Schedules, but not all. 
  For example, Alberta may open and close 
fisheries, establish fish size restrictions, and 
set bag limits for different species using 
variation orders. This works well; it can 
be completed in a short timeframe and is 
generally very efficient in terms of work 
associated with a given change to rules. It 
is the process used for most annual changes 
you might see in the Alberta Guide to 
Sportfishing Regulations in any given year. 
  Where this starts to get complicated is when 
Alberta does not have the ability to vary rules 
in the ABFR. 
  This is perhaps best illustrated through an 
example like gear type. Fishery managers 
often get asked about making changes to 
gear, whether it be adding barbless hooks, 
changes to the use of treble hooks, or even 
the number of flies on a single line. It seems 
relatively simple, but in practice, these 
changes are very complex. In these instances, 
Alberta does not have the authority to vary 
a federal rule, and we must work closely 
with our federal counterparts to request an 
amendment to the ABFR. Only after an 
amendment is granted is Alberta able to vary 
rules around gear in the federal regulation. 
This might sound relatively straightforward, 
but changes to federal regulations come 
with an intensive, multi-year process before 
changes can be made. Case in point, Alberta 
fishery managers have been actively working 
with federal Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
staff to increase our delegations, enhancing 
our ability to make fishing rules in simple 
and efficient ways for several years. We are 
close, but not quite there yet.          

 

  As mentioned above, there is more to say 
when it comes to licensing and enforcement. 
Alberta has complementary provincial 
legislation and regulations that work together 

“Fisheries management is generally shared between the provincial and federal governments.”
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with the ABFR to round out the legal 
framework on how fisheries are managed 
in the province. Provincial legislation and 
associated regulations governing fisheries 
largely relate to licensing, definitions, 
enforcement and penalties, including: 

l The Fisheries (Alberta) Act (FAA). 
    	¡	The General Fisheries (Alberta)     
		  Regulation (GFAR).
     ¡	Fisheries (Ministerial) Regulation 	
		  (FMR).

  Examples here include the issuance of 
various provincial licences, such as fish 
salvage, baitfish and competitive fishing 
event licences, all with enforceable 
conditions. These are issued pursuant to 
Alberta statute and regulations. 
  Making changes to provincial legislation 
follows different processes and timelines than 
those followed to make changes to the ABFR. 
Changes must go through the provincial 
legislative and regulatory processes, and 
although some may be approved using a 
Ministerial Order, most require cabinet 
approval, which often involves a one- to 
two-year process. Generally, changes here do 
not relate to fishing rules, which are those that 
exist in the ABFR.   

  The history and shared multi-jurisdictional 
responsibilities for managing fisheries in 
Canada and Alberta are complex. Alberta 
fishery managers are always looking for 

ways to improve our approaches and ability 
to manage fisheries resources for Albertans, 
and there is no better time or greater need 
than there is right now. l

“Most fisheries changes require cabinet approval—a one- to two-year process.”

Photo credit: Kristy Wakeling


















