Best Trapping Practices

The illustrations and data provided below were inspired from the results of the trap testing completed through the work of the Trap
Research and Development Committee of the Fur Institute of Canada. They are intended as general guidelines for trap users.

Ilustrations © Fédération des Trappeurs Gestionnaires du Québec, Fur Institute of Canada and Ministere des Foréts, de la Faune et Parcs (Quebec).

RECOMMENDED DESIGN and COMPONENTS — KILLING NECK SNARES

Specifications of snare cable
(galvanized steel)

Recommended design and components

> = ; Trigger
Target species Diameter Construction Lights out <
(inches) torsion spring Ferrule
(compressad)

Flat washer

Lynx/Bobcat 1/16 and 1x 19 and
Fox/Coyote 5/64 Tx7
3/32 and 1x19and
Wolf 5/64 7x7

Cam lock

with teeth Stinger

torsion spring
h {compressed)

N

Types of breakaway devices

Breakaway

S-Hook + J-Hook Camlock with breakaway ferrule

(single crimp)

i See page 13 for specifications
£ of components

Camlock with 3
teeth and
S-Hook

Snare cable ——— |

RECOMMENDED PARTS — KILLING NECK SNARES

Camlocks with teeth (e.g. Bridger Sure-Hold Camlock with teeth)
or other designs that will stay in place while the torsion spring is
opening. They must be of the same diameter as the snare cable.

Breakaway devices
Breakaway ‘Hold i Release Release
model wolf/coyote/ | white-tailed elk/moose
foxes/lynx/ | deer/mule
‘ - aught by a leg)
Senneker S-Hook 265 J
Senneker S-Hook 385 v J +
Torsion springs Senneker S-Hook 750 v v v
Model i Fo Senneker S-Hook 1000 v v v v
Snare shop
“Stinger 22 Mag Economy v v v S-Hook 285 4 kd | I X i
*Stinger 22 Mag Deluxe v v v v S-Hook 525 v v v
“Stinger 33 Mag Deluxe v v - Slilven SHpok 20 | ¥ ¢ ¥
**Lights Out A1 v v v v J-Hook 285 v v v
**Lights Out Signature 75 v v J-Hook 350 v v v
Fastach #150 or Ferrule/single crimp
“All Sti il ith #2 tri 5

All Stinger springs to be mounted with #2 trigger. 116" cable i 7 7

**All Lights out springs to be mounted with Lights Out 3/32" cable v v o

incorporated trigger. |
5/64" cable v

Note: the breakaway model numbers may not match the values obtained by standardized testing
(e.g. S-Hook 285 releases at 335 Ib).
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SETTING PRINCIPLES — KILLING NECK SNARES

Strike zone (Canids + Felids) Snare set sites and attachment points

Ideal
¥ Densely wooden
” / ' 7 o L/
Snare cable extension A
or9or12-Ga ]

Attachment wire
fixed high

Flat knot or swivel

Loop diameters and setting heights
Area where the

~ carctids and

P : : the trachea are
| 3 h " et
n cies| A | B | e\ (B s M{ﬁ\\hi N B e Biea
Fox 18cm 18cm 0 .
4 [t (™)
oo | s | Zsen Open ground —
(87 (8%
Position of
lynx | 205cm [ 305cm Collar support a ; Flat washer
‘ &) 129 4 support collar
: Coyote 25cm 25cm 4
(10" (1010 127
| A Wl 35¢cm 35cm Swivel (o avoid
i 3 (147 (147 cable torsion and breaking)
Wolf 40.5 cm 45.5 cm
| ritzite - Ak s
R ¥ IB (Northern) | (16") (187 v = _
SV S Freed support wire

Victorinox/Dexter Knives
NO-BS Traps

Furrier Tools

Tanned Furs

Fur Hats — Mittens - Scarves
Fur Home Décor

Full Line of Trapping Supplies

www.canadiancoyolecompany.com
THE WEBSTORE IS ALWAYS OPEN!!!

HOME OF THE AUTHENTIC SENNEKER SNARE 403-725-2283
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Best Trapping Practices

continued from previous page

ACCIDENTAL CATCHES (cervidae, cattle, sheep)

To avoid capture and retention of cervidae, cattle and sheep, killing neck snares
must be constructed and set the proper way.

Accidental catches of moose in neck snares Diverter; wire no 11 (set details)
intended for wolves (nose catch) |

3 Side view

i ' :
- 28" 14— 28— 14— 28—
P 1 1l :

= h l 1 :
= = R =
Attachment
54% of the catches wire no 9

Cam lock with

S-Hook involve the nose

point between 320
to 640 Ibs

Using a diverter wire

Cam lock with breakaway rivet

Stopper ring 107 from
sliding lock
Lock + S-Hock  (wolf neck snare)

/ Heavy sliding parts

Flexible neck snare

Leg catch = rupture produced by S-Hook

ACCIDENTAL CATCHES (eagles and birds of prey)

Problems
* Trapping period = critical period for migration * (Canid enclosure set: High risk trapping technique

* Solution : . * Solution :

Solution = Use of a adapted bait

Use of trail sets {eg. Steal bucket w
(no bait) : paiy
- : e
Holes for gaz emanations ' :
' 1 Buried
' i bait
AND ! container

Construction of open or invers

'y i & 4t oy
vyl -ft - ; :i by :.‘IJ f.a;,

enclosure set

= 344 §h s L 3¢ BT 'i'!* *‘* 4 @ y
& & £ i L]
Nat X B L S e o8 =1 !’ % t”!i’. —30M— _—
2 e Field ® ; T B 5% 1 4 4 Fsom- R — ; 8
$ 4 4 3 g L ol ' ‘ §094 R <
: B, 3 or ¥ * o LI TR L ) i $ ‘ 4.4 ’ t
ig.o; opening ¢ %', ", 48 .44 4 $/4 H §4 ” ’i ""
4 4 5 4 = =
» *3 iy As® 3 2 .‘ : . 1 ! Mo snare set in this area
Ex. : Trail crossing Natural dense Made-up trail in dense N.B. : the open surface must allow the birds of prey to easily land and take off close to the bait
1 edge on o woodland (if exposed to their sight)
LEGEND : * Attractant : (lure) + (small size bait hidden close to the ground in a bait container)
@ Position of neck snares @ Buried bait container Hand made trail Existing trail or dense vegetation edge
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Best Trapping Practices

FISHER

All fishers trapped during an open season must be registered
(see Mandatory Registration on page 18), including those fishers
incidentally trapped in areas or at times with no open season.

To minimize incidental capture of fisher in marginal areas and
to maintain or enhance fisher populations where marten trapping
is taking place, marten boxes can be modified by making them
longer and the entry hole <2'4” in diameter (see diagram at
right). Using this method, fishers are deterred from entering the

Marten box at
right modified
with fisher
exclusion plate.
The exclusion
plate splits
horizontally in the
hole middle and
is held in place
by thick rubber
straps to allow for
the extraction of

marten box. an animal.

RELEASE OF NON-TARGET SPECIES

Trappers should be prepared to release non-target animals that are not seriously injured. Carefully assess the risk factors involved
in releasing an animal or bird to ensure personal safety and the welfare of the animal or bird.

Methods of releasing animals include:
Using a forked stick

e position the stick around the animal’s neck and apply only enough pressure to immobilize the animal.
e the capture device can then be released from the animal.

Using a snare pole
e the noose of the snare pole is slipped over the animal’s jaws or neck and tightened to immobilize the animal.
e the capture device can then be released from the animal.

Using atarp, coat or blanket

e this method is especially useful for releasing small animals or birds, particularly Birds of Prey.

e the material should be large and strong enough only to immobilize the animal or bird without harm.
e once immobilized, the animal or bird can be released from the capture device.

2
N

Eastern Irrigation District

PUBLIC ACCESS _ .
_ e

The Eastern Irrigation District (EID) manages its land with a multi-use concept. Trapping is generally
permitted on EID Community Pastures during the legal recreational trapping season. Individuals wishing
to access these lands for trapping must have written permission from the EID and possess the appropriate
recreational trapping licenses.

The below conditions must be followed:
Automobiles must stay on designated routes or
CHE I L RETS
No off-highway vehicles
No camping or fires
No trapping near livestock
All watercraft must be registered with EID’s
Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention Program and
follow approved prevention procedures
Leave gates as found
Obey all signs, certain areas have added restrictions.

Access to these private lands is a privilege not a right, please use respect.

eid@eid.ca www.eid.ca (403) 362-1400
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Trapping in Protected Areas

In certain cases trapping is allowed within specific protected areas where this activity is not normally allowed. This may involve a
Provincial Park or Recreation Area (or portions of such areas) that fall within an RFMA. If trapping is allowed in such an area individuals
who wish to trap on those portions of the RFMA may be required to obtain a Firearms Carry and Discharge Permit from Alberta Parks.
Please contact your local Alberta Parks Office to confirm if trapping is allowed in a protected area and if this permit is required.

Accidental Trapping

Trappers who accidentally trap a furbearing animal during a
closed season or who trap a big game animal or bird of prey are
required to submit to Fish and Wildlife a completed report and, in
the case of a furbearing animal, bear or cougar, deliver it to a Fish
and Wildlife District Office no later than 14 days after the date of
capture. Such animals do not have to be skinned.

Swift Fox has been reintroduced into Fur Management Zone
8, and trappers are encouraged to take all reasonable care to
prevent accidental capture, and to report any contact with this

species. Injured swift fox should be immediately delivered to
the nearest Fish and Wildlife District Office, or a qualified
veterinarian for care.

Trappers who accidentally capture any wildlife that are not
furbearing animals are required to report the incident as soon

as practical to the nearest Fish and Wildlife District Office. In
addition, permission must first be obtained from Alberta Forestry
and Parks to use such an animal as bait.

Diseases

Diseases and parasites are normal parts of the life of a furbearer.
Usually, they are not a problem either for the furbearer or for the
person trapping an infected animal. Indeed, most parasites and
diseases go completely unnoticed by trappers. However, there are
situations where an animal may be infected with a disease that can
be transferred to people. Such diseases are most often caused by
bacteria and can be recognized readily by the presence of small
white spots in the liver and spleen of an infected furbearer. Such
animals should be handled carefully (preferably with gloves on).
Any person who handles wildlife and then has persistent “flu-like”
symptoms or redness, swelling, heat or pain in hands or arms
should contact a medical doctor. Remember to tell the doctor the
person has handled wildlife.

Carcasses from all furbearers suspected of being diseased should
be submitted for examination to the nearest Fish and Wildlife
District Office (see page 6).

Wild canids in Alberta could contain tiny tapeworms in the
intestines. Eggs of these tapeworms can potentially infect people.
Thus, trappers and field biologists should wear gloves when
handling or processing wolves, coyotes, foxes, or their scats and
thoroughly clean knives and work tables when done. Particular
care should be taken when skinning around the anus or when
carcasses are soiled with faecal material. In addition, do not feed
internal organs of moose or elk to dogs — the dogs could become
infected and pass on tapeworm eggs to people. Regular de-
worming of dogs also reduces potential risk to humans.

There are two different Echinococcus species that could occur in
wild canids. See https://open.alberta.ca/publications/0778535959
and https://open.alberta.ca/publications/echinococcus-
multilocularis-in-alberta for more information.

Community Relations

To foster and maintain good relations within their communities

and to gain public support, trappers should:

e respect the rights and property of others;

e protect and conserve wildlife and wildlife habitat;

e help farmers and other landowners who are having problems
with nuisance animals;

'al

e encourage and support trapper education and public awareness
programs;

e support trappers and other wildlife conservation organizations;

e support and cooperate with government wildlife agencies; and

e report illegal activities.
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Alberta Trappers Compensation Program

The Alberta Trappers’ Compensation Program provides a framework
for compensating Senior RFMA holders for business losses incurred
through industrial activity on their RFMAs, when they are unable to
reach a settlement with industry. Incidences of theft or vandalism to
assets on RFMAs will also be considered.

Only Senior Registered Fur Management Licence holders are
eligible to submit a claim for consideration, and claimants must be
considered active trappers, as defined by Alberta Forestry and Parks
and must demonstrate failed efforts to resolve their dispute directly
with industry.

Claims are reviewed by a Board of Directors, consisting of
Government, Industry and Trapping community stakeholders, with
subsequent direction given to the Alberta Trappers Association, who
administers the Alberta Trapper Compensation Program through a
Memorandum of Understanding with Alberta Forestry and Parks

Claim types considered by the ATCP include:

e Direct damage to trapping-related assets and improvements,
including cabins, trails, traps, snares, stretching boards, etc.
Insurable items, including ATVs, trailers and snowmobiles, in
addition to non-trapping or secondary assets, are not eligible.
Where compensation is awarded, value will be based upon
repair or replacement costs as warranted. Associated labour,
transportation and equipment costs will be considered.

e Theft/Vandalism to trapping related assets and improvements.
Such claims must be accompanied by a police report and
affected assets must be non-uninsurable. In the case of cabins,
compensation is limited to a maximum of $3,000 each.

e Temporary disruption to trapping activities due to industrial
activity that prevents the maintenance of traditional trapping effort
and/or harvest. Eligible activities include relocation of trapping
activities to unaffected portions of the RFMA, development of

new trails and trap sets, relocation or replacement of cabins, and
reasonable time and expenses related to relocation efforts.

e Long-Term Loss of Livelihood. Such claims will be compensated
to a maximum of five years, with payments based on the maximum
annual trapping revenue from the preceding three years, as
evidenced by fur harvest reports. Claims must be supported by maps
depicting the location and extent of disturbance within the RFMA.

In all cases where compensation is considered, fur value shall be
based upon the average selling price of raw furs as provided in
the annual Alberta Guide to Trapping Regulations. Cabins lost to
naturally caused forest fires (funded by trappers).

For claims related to the damaged asset and temporary disruption
categories, the trapper must first negotiate directly with the company
responsible. Should this action fail, the claim must be submitted to
the Alberta Trappers Compensation Board to receive consideration.
All theft and vandalism must be promptly reported to the RCMP.

Requests for compensation must be made on the approved ATCP

Claim Form available on the ATA website (albertatrappers.com), and

include any attachments relevant to the claim. This may include:

e Photographs — especially for theft, vandalism and arson, or trail
disruptions, etc.;

e Police reports

e Description of equipment stolen and estimated value of items;

e Dates of disturbance and/or when discovered;

e Names of companies involved or others that can verify loss.

Trappers must cooperate with industry to ensure the success of
the program. If you have any questions about this program, please
contact a Fish and Wildlife District Office (see page 6) or the
Alberta Trappers Association, Box 6020, Westlock, Alberta

T7P 2P7 (780-349-6626).

Fur Institute of Canada

The Fur Institute of Canada (FIC) is a non-profit organization,
established in 1983 on the initiative of the Federal, Provincial and
Territorial Wildlife Ministers, to pursue the work of the Federal-
Provincial Committee For Humane Trapping. The Institute is

an umbrella organization for the Canadian fur industry and its
mandate ensures that all sectors are represented, particularly on the
Board of Directors.

The overall mission of the FIC is to promote the sustainable and
wise use of Canada’s fur resources. The Institute supports the
following values:

e The sustainable use and conservation of renewable resources;

e The continued improvement of animal welfare through
ongoing research and the development of national and
international trapping standards;

e The conservation and management of natural resources based
on scientific evidence and traditional knowledge;

e Professionalism through continued education, licensing
and research;

e Respect for people, animals and the environment;
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e Respect for tradition, heritage and culture;

e Respect for the right of Aboriginal people to pursue their
aboriginal and treaty rights.

Five operational committees develop programs and deliver project

activities within the structure of the Institute. These programs

are trap research and development, communications, sealing,

aboriginal communications and international relations and

conservation.

The Fur Institute of Canada is committed to delivering information
to the media, the general public and governments pertaining to the
economic, social, cultural and environmental contributions made
by today’s fur trade.

For further information, contact the Fur Institute of Canada

e by mail: 1554 Carling Avenue, Suite M260
Ottawa, Ontario K1Z 7M4

e by telephone:  613-231-7099

e by fax: 613-231-7940

e by e-mail: info@fur.ca or

e Vvisit website:  www.fur.ca
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