Spearfishing / Bowfishing

Sportfishing in Cold Lake

A special licence for spearfishing or bowfishing is not required. Spearfishing
and bowfishing is allowed under the Alberta Sportfishing Licence.
8 Only spears propelled by spring, elastic, compressed gas or muscular
power are permitted.
8 Only persons who are swimming may spearfish.
8 Spears or bows cannot be used to take trout, mountain whitefish, 		
Arctic grayling, lake sturgeon, walleye or northern pike.
8 Spearfishing or bowfishing are not permitted in Gods, May, Seibert,
Winefred, Andrew, Gardiner and Namur lakes.

Sportfishing in Cold Lake requires either an Alberta Sportfishing Licence
(see licence exemptions under “Requirements”), or a Saskatchewan Angling
Licence. The Alberta Fishery Regulations, 1998 apply to the Alberta
portion of Cold Lake; while the Saskatchewan Regulations apply to the
Saskatchewan portion of Cold Lake (Saskatchewan regulations are consistent
with Alberta regulations for Cold Lake).

Sportfishing in Provincial and
National Parks
Alberta Sportfishing Regulations apply in Alberta Provincial Parks but not
in Canada’s National Parks. Separate regulations apply to those waters or
the portion of waters within National Parks. To fish in a National Park,
you need a National Park Fishing Permit which is valid only within the
National Park. National Park fishing permits are available at most park
facilities and some commercial outlets. General Inquiries for Parks Canada
National office call 1-888-773-8888.
Fishing in a Wilderness Area or Ecological Reserve is prohibited by
the Wilderness Areas, Ecological Reserves, Natural Areas and Heritage
Rangelands Act.

Competitive Fishing Events
Go to mywildalberta website and search for Competitive Fishing Events for
more information.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
FISH CONSUMPTION ADVISORY
Sportfishing is an important part of Canadian culture and
can be a fun and healthy outdoor experience for people
of all ages. Fish is an excellent source of lean protein,
and provides essential nutrients like omega-3 fatty acids,
zinc, iron, selenium and vitamins A, C and D. Despite the
health benefits that are associated with eating fish, in some
locations in Alberta, various species of fish may be exposed
to mercury and other contaminants that when consumed in
high levels can impact human health.
Methylmercury is the most toxic form of mercury. It is formed
through natural biological processes in the water and
sediment from other forms of mercury that are found in the
environment. Contaminants accumulate in fat tissues and
are persistent in fish, particularly in large predatory fish.
The Government of Alberta has been issuing and reviewing
fish consumption advisories for fish caught from local
waterbodies in Alberta since the 1990s. The Chief Medical
Officer of Health in Alberta Health and Wellness is responsible
for issuing food consumption advisories. Fish consumption
advisories apply to local subsistence consumers, recreational
anglers and residents who eat fish caught from these
waterbodies. These advisories inform the public about any
potential health hazards they may encounter when eating
specific types of fish. The advisory helps local fish consumers
make informed decisions about what is a safe amount of fish
to eat.
Visit MyWildAlberta website for a list of waterbodies where
Fish Consumption Advisories. Go to the Fishing tab; then
Advisories and Closures tab; then to Fish Consumption
Advisory tab.
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Report-A-Poacher – Dial Toll-Free – 1-800-642-3800

